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¢ ¥ “Respect for all sums up London Enterprise Academy nicely. Pupils have pride in themselves
and their school. They are polite, courteous and welcoming. They, too, are welcomed into
school, regardless of their background or previous experiences” - Ofsted, July 2022

London Enterprise Academy

= New modern classrooms with laptops for every student
= A menu of enrichment activities to choose from

= Small class sizes with strong discipline
= High quality teaching and learning

= Broad and balanced curriculum

= Excellent GCSE results

Visit us for

Yea

W | «N &
= New outdoor playground

“The teachers never failed to keep the students motivated all the time”
- Year 11 parents

Thank you for the best secondary school experience! I've enjoyed my 5 years here
- Khadisa, Year 11

81-91 Commercial Road, London E1 1RD
E: info@londonenterpriseacademy.org T: 020 7426 0746

www.londonenterpriseacademy.org
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Chairperson:

Senior Vice Chairperson
General Secretary
Assistant Treasurer
Treasurer

YEATCE JF 2O ATAANG HOFFS GLHAZ I FAM% |

Siddik Miah

Chairman

Nomination Fees

£200  Assistant Secretary
£150  Office Secretary
£200 Women Secretary
£150 EC Member

£200

Shanur Miah

General Secretary

Nomination Fees are non refundable and cash only

£150
£150
£150

£50

Elash Ali

Treasurer
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Editor in Chief

Taz Choudhury

Editor

Barrister Tareq Chowdhury
News Editor

Hasan Muhammad Mahadi
Head of Production

Shaleh Ahmed

Sub Editor
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Marketing Manager
Mahfuzur Choudhury

Sylhet Bureau Chief
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Birmingham Correspondent
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Sylhet Office
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Dhaka Office
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¢ Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp

19 January 2022

Azad Bakth High School & College

Mammy
Donated by:

Sherpur Welfare Trust UK

N B (i

Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp
Sheikh House, Sheikhpara, Lama Bazar, Sylhet
28" October 2022
In loving memory of Mushtaque Ahmed Qureshi
Donated by: Mrs Khalida Qureshi and family
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If you wish to donate for a camp in your chosen area
please contact us

Al Mustafa

Charity Number: 1118492

Call: +44 (0)20 8569 6444
Visit: www.almustafatrust.org

Welfare Trust

FUNDRAISING
POLICY REGULATOR I
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DWP reforms:

Changes planned for people on PIP,
Universal Credit and other benefits

Post Desk : Rishi Sunak has outlined a raft of
reforms targeting individuals on PIP, Universal
Credit, legacy benefits, or those long-term sick,
with the aim of reining in escalating costs and
addressing issues such as inactivity, long-term
sickness, and benefit fraud. The Prime Minister
described the overhaul of the welfare system as
a "moral mission" during his speech on April 19,
which has since sparked controversy and led to
claims that the plans represent a "full-on assault
on disabled people".

Sunak emphasised the current system's failures,
particularly its lack of focus on what work
claimants could potentially undertake. He
clarified that the proposed changes, which
include modifications to the Fit Note procedure,
cessation of benefits for non-compliance with
Work Coach directives, and a commitment to
"tighten" the Work Capability Assessment, are
not just about cost-cutting measures.

In addition, he revealed plans for a significant
revamp of the Personal Independence Payment
(PIP) system, with an imminent consultation set
to explore potential alterations to the eligibility
criteria, assessment process, and the variety of
support available through the disability benefit.
Mr Sunak has stated that the proposed changes
to PIP will result in a "more objective and
rigorous approach" within the benefits system.
He suggested that more medical evidence
might be needed to support a PIP claim, and
that individuals with mental health issues could
be offered talking therapies or respite care
instead of cash transfers.

The Prime Minister stated that "people with
less severe mental health conditions should be
expected to engage with the world of work",
outlining the UK Government's new plans, the
Daily Record, reported However, Scope, a
disability equality charity, expressed surprise at
the extent of the proposed PIP changes,
describing it as feeling "like a full-on assault on
disabled people" that could leave some
"destitute".

The PIP reform would only apply in England and
Wales, as 218,859 people in Scotland currently
receiving PIP will transition to Adult Disability
Payment (ADP) and the devolved Social Security
Scotland IT system by the end of 2025. James
Taylor from Scope revealed that calls were
"pouring into our helpline" from worried
disabled individuals.

He commented: "In a cost of living crisis, looking
to slash disabled people's income by hitting PIP
is a horrific proposal. Sanctions and ending
claims will only heap more misery on people at
the sharp end of our cost of living crisis."
Other proposed changes to the benefits system
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has announced
plans to make the following changes to the
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welfare system.

Removing benefits from the long-term
unemployed who do not accept a job

Over 450,000 individuals have been jobless for
six months and more than 250,000 have been
unemployed for a year. The UK Government
asserts that there's no reason these people
shouldn't be employed given the current
availability of over 900,000 job vacancies.

In the forthcoming parliament, new legislation
will be proposed to alter the rules. This means
anyone who has been on benefits for a year and
fails to meet the conditions set by their Work
Coach - including accepting available work - will
have their unemployment claim terminated
and their benefits completely withdrawn.
Amending Work Capability Assessments

The Prime Minister confirmed plans to tighten
the Work Capability Assessment so that those
with less severe conditions are expected to
engage with the employment sector and
receive support to do so.

He pointed out that under the existing Work
Capability Assessment, too many individuals are
effectively dismissed as unfit for work without
being offered the chance to access crucial
support that could help them find a job.

He clarified that the UK Government is
dedicated to abolishing the Work Capability
Assessment (WCA) entirely and introducing a
new personalised approach to employment
support. The goal is to assist disabled
individuals and those with health conditions to
reach their full potential.

The anticipated reforms are projected to
decrease the number of people assessed as not
needing to prepare for work by 424,000 by
2028/29.

Review of the Fit Note process

The Prime Minister has also announced a
review of the Fit Note system to prevent people
from being automatically categorised as "not fit
for work". Instead, he aims to design a new
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scheme where each ﬁt note dlscussmn
emphasises what individuals are capable of
doing provided they have appropriate support
rather than highlighting their limitations.

This entails the UK Government considering the
transfer of responsibility for issuing Fit Notes
from primary care to free up crucial time for
GPs. This is all aimed at crafting a system that
caters to an individual's health and occupational
needs better.

The government has published a request for
evidence to garner responses from a variety of
viewpoints. These include those with first-hand
experience, healthcare professionals, and
employers, offering input on how the current
procedures operate and how it can enhance
support for people with health conditions in
initiating, maintaining, and thriving in
employment.

It's vital to remember that while Fit Note policy
and laws apply to Great Britain, Fit Notes are
administered within health systems, which
undergo devolution, indicating this shift might
not occur in Scotland.

Accelerating the transition of legacy benefits to
Universal Credit

The Universal Credit rollout will be sped up to
shift all those remaining on Employment and
Support Allowance (ESA) onto the modern IT
system.

Adjustments to Administrative Earnings
Threshold

The Prime Minister has announced that from
next month, individuals working less than half
of a full-time week will be required to seek
additional employment. The UK Government
has already outlined plans to raise the
Administrative Earnings Threshold (AET), which
determines the level of support an individual
receives based on their current earnings and
hours worked.

Those earning below the AET will be placed in
the Intensive Work Search Group and will need

to regularly meet with their Work Coach.

The threshold is set to increase from £743 to
£892 for individual claimants and from £1,189
to £1,437 for couples - equivalent to 18 hours
at the National Living Wage per week for an
individual, starting in May.

The UK Government has stated that these
changes will result in over 180,000 Universal
Credit claimants being moved into the
Intensive Work Search group, from the Light
Touch group.

This means that an additional 400,000
claimants will receive more intensive support
from Work Coaches. Claimant commitments
will be tailored to personal circumstances,
taking into account caring responsibilities and
any health conditions.

Fraud prevention

A new Fraud Bill will be introduced in the next
Parliament.

The measures in the Bill will give the UK
Government new powers to:

carry out warrants for searches

seizures and arrests

enforce civil penalties more consistently and
flexibly, and to a wider group of offenders
provide new powers to gather information
from more information holders as part of
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) led
investigations into fraud

These new measures will supplement the Data
Protection and Digital Information Bill, which
the UK Government is introducing. This
legislation will allow the DWP to gain access to
third-party information that could potentially
indicate fraudulent activities.

The UK authorities have expressed that this
constitutes one of the most noteworthy
amendments to benefit fraud laws in over 20
years, predicting savings for taxpayers of £600
million by 2028/29.

They further explained that this scheme aims
to establish a welfare system that's "fit for the
future by providing vital support only to those
who need it most and ensuring they are
supported to live with dignity and
independence, whilst making sure that
everyone who can work is expected and
supported to do so".

However, Erica Young--the Social Justice policy
officer at Citizens Advice Scotland--expressed
differing views: "The Prime Minister is right to
want to support people into work and about
the positive effects work can have for people
living with a chronic condition, but rhetoric
around 'sick note culture' simply does not
match the reality of our social security system,
and the importance of supportive relationships
with GPs to those struggling with work due to
their health."
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Four injured as runaway military
horses bolt through central London

Post Desk : Four people have been taken to
hospital after five runaway horses of the
Household Cavalry threw off their riders
and raced through London.

The horses, one of which was covered in
blood, caused chaos as they roamed the
city centre and collided with vehicles, in-
cluding a double-decker bus and taxi.
They initially became spooked by loud con-
struction during a routine military exercise
in Belgravia, the Army said.

Officers said the horses had been recovered
and returned to camp.

Two of the animals were finally recovered
in Limehouse in east London, more than
five miles from where the incident began.
The Army said they were undergoing veteri-
nary care.

An army spokesperson told the BBC that
three soldiers were receiving treatment for
non-life threatening injuries. The fourth
person injured in the incident is believed to
be a cyclist and member of the public.
Horse running towards shocked cyclists
The chaos began while members of the
Household Cavalry - members of the mili-
tary who carry out ceremonial duties
around Buckingham Palace - were taking
part in a rehearsal for a Major General's In-
spection - which was due to take place on
Thursday in Hyde Park, the Army told the
BBC.

Every military unit taking part in the King's
birthday parade, which takes place in June,
must pass a Major General's Inspection in
advance. An Army spokesman said the
group included six soldiers and seven
horses. Four soldiers were thrown from
their saddles, and five horses ran loose
through London.

'Heartfelt gratitude'

Lt Col Matt Woodward, commanding officer
of the Household Cavalry Mounted Regi-
ment, said: "Building materials were
dropped from height right next to them.
"The ensuing shock caused all horses to bolt
and unseated some riders."

He expressed "heartfelt gratitude" to the
emergency services and the public who
helped in securing the horses.

One serviceman was thrown from his horse
on Buckingham Palace Road, before one of
the loose animals collided with a taxi wait-
ing outside the Clermont Hotel, shattering
the windows.

London Ambulance Service said four people
were treated by paramedics in Buckingham
Palace Road, Belgrave Square, and the junc-
tion between Chancery Lane and Fleet
Street. All four were taken to hospital.

It said all three incidents took place within
10 minutes, between 08:25 and 08:35 BST.
An Army spokesperson added: "A number
of military working horses became loose
during routine exercise this morning.

"All of the horses have now been recovered
and returned to camp. A number of person-
nel and horses have been injured and are
receiving the appropriate medical atten-

tion."

Smashed window

Grace Whitaker, 23, told the BBC she had
just got off a bus on her way to work when
she saw several emergency services vehi-
cles near Victoria Station.

"I saw about five fire engines, six ambu-
lances," she said. "I saw one of the horses

that was involved, saw some members of
the army. It was quite the scene with lots of
emergency services around putting up cor-
dons."

"One of the black horses was there. |
thought maybe it was a police horse that
had come to attend to the scene but obvi-
ously | now know it was one of the horses

that had escaped.

"I saw what looked like a taxi van that had
damage to it, a smashed window. | think
everyone's immediate impression was that
somebody had been hit by a car. We were
quite surprised when we realised it was to
do with horses."

Tareq Chowdhury
Principal
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Bangla New Year 1431 was marked
at the Redbrldge town hall

On 14 April 2024, Sunday 2 pm to 8 pm, the Bangla New
Year 1431 was celebrated at Redbridge town hall,
Redbridge, which was organized by Redbridge Boishakhi
Mela Trust.

The organizers were Councillor Mayor Joytsna Islam and
Councillor Sham Islam of Redbridge Council.

At present hundreds of local residents, councillors,
distinguished guests, Community leaders and artists made
the program successful with the Bangla music, amusement
and cultural programs and cultural shopping stalls. Every
year Redbridge Boishakhi Mela Trust organizes it for the
Bengali community to observe along with the information
to the young children and future generations to learn its
culture and traditions.

Bangla New Year is celebrated in West Bengal, India,
Bangladesh and globally, wherever the Bengalis live.

A culture of many thousands of years ancient times.

The key persons of the Redbridge Community Trust UK
were present president Mohammed Ohid Uddin, General
secretary Shaheen Sha Alam Choudhury, treasurer Anamul
Hoque Anam, Press & Publicity secretary Misbah Jamal,
organizing secretary Moksud Ahmed, Education secretary
Shaheen Ahmed, Membership secretary Jaynul Chowdhury,
social & welfare secretary Md Taraque Chowdhury, Shohel
Ahmed, councillor Syeda Basith Chowdhury, M A Basith
Chowdhury Shiraz, councillor Fayzur Rahman, Mujibul
Hoque Moni, Chief Reporter M A Kadir Murad and others.
The attendees enjoyed the day and the event closed at 8pm
in the evening with the cultural activities.

Bangladesh Sports Network Upazila
Cup Draw Held At Seven Kings

Emdad Rahman: The draw is now complete
for the inaugural UK Bangladesh Upazila
Cup.

The 2024 debut launch of this prestigious
heritage trophy will see 16 teams pit them-
selves against each other over three days to
earn the right to be crowned champions.
Organised by the Bangladesh Sports Net-
work UK the event takes place in May 2024.
Speaking after the draw at Seven Kings
Park, the home of London Eagles,
Bangladesh Upazila Cup co-ordinator Sayfur
Rahman from Team Osmani Nagar com-
mented, “We are extremely proud to be
working with the Bangladesh Sports Net-
work to deliver a cricketing extravaganza
which will not only bring together the
cricket community but also inspire future
generations and the non cricketing commu-
nity too.

“We promise six days of sizzling cricket and
work extremely hard to use this historic
event to involve and engage the interest

GROUP B 14TH MAY

and imagination of the local, national and - Srimangal
global community. Good luck to all our - Dhaka
teams.”
2024 DRAW
- Khulna
GROUP A 13TH MAY - Komolganj
- Hobiganj
- Bishwanath - Chadghail
- Cumilla

GROUP C 15TH MAY

- Beanibazar

- Jagannathpur
- Osmani Nagar
- Gulapgan;j

GROUP D 16TH MAY

- Moulvibazar

AR

- Chhattak
- Sylhet Sadar
- Derai

Quarter finals: Wednesday 22nd and Thurs-
day 23rd of May 2024.

Semi and grand final: Bank holiday Monday
27th May 2024.
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