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If you wish to donate for a camp in your chosen area
please contact us

Al Mustafa

Charity Number:

Call: +44 (0)20 8569 6444
Visit: www.almustafatrust.org

Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp
Sheikh House, Sheikhpara, Lama Bazar, Sylhet
28" October 2022
in toving memory of Mushtaque Ahmed Qureshi
Donated by: Mrs Khalida Qureshi and family
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SHAHBAG JAMIA MADANIA ~ t cariy to. 26168
QASIMUL ULUM 0 T Regiiraion o- 3052
MADRASHA &ORPHANAGE

UK: 71-75 Blakeland Street, Birmingham, B9 5XQ
Bangladesh : P.O: Shahbag, Zakiganj, Sylhet.
Phone: 0088 01716602167 / 0088 0171 5336357

s, Fit e ETOCCOTRNTNERTR ¢ sk G Ll O sy ¢ ‘

M h
Please Help supporting the poor & needy with your:

Lillah Sadaqah Zakat Fitra

Fidya Kaffara Qurbani T

eypei: haibagjamia@yah
Paypal: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com _ Per Shop £2500.00
Online: www.shahbagjamia.com
Telephone: 0798 335 7324 Per Room £3000.00

. support Needed FISHERY Project to
UK Bank Details: Generate Permanent Income for

Shahbag Jamea Madania Quasimul Ulum Trust Madrasha & Orphanage
HSBC Bank 33 Decimal Land £1000, One Cow £400

Sort Code: 40-21-05 Account No: 51625608 Minnow (sfery), Tree plant £109
B.I.C Swift Code- HBUKGB4112U Ashab-e-Badr Fund
IBAN-GB98HBUK40210551625608 one oii payment £700.00 x 313 Donor

For further information please contact:
Maulana Abdul Hafiz, Principal

Mobile: 0798 335 7324
e: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com www.shahbagjamia.com
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Labour's first Budget announced

Post Desk : Chancellor Rachel Reeves has told
the BBC that she hopes Labour's first Budget
since taking power, which includes massive tax
increases, would be a one-off.

"This is not the sort of Budget we would want
to repeat," she told the BBC's political editor
Chris Mason.

"But this is the Budget that is needed to wipe
the slate clean and to put our public finances
on a firm trajectory."

Employers will bear the brunt of the £40bn in
tax rises unveiled earlier by Reeves - the
biggest increase in a generation.

She insists it is needed to plug a £22bn "black
hole" in the nation's finances she inherited
from the Conservatives and to invest in the
NHS and other public services.

In @ marathon 76 minute speech which
outlined a change in priorities from
Conservative predecessors, the first female
chancellor laid out big spending and tax
decisions.

Health, education and transport will see
spending increases, with the biggest hike in
funding for the NHS since 2010 - £22bn extra
for the front line and another £3bn for
equipment and buildings.

In a surprise move, Reeves decided not to
continue a freeze on income tax thresholds
beyond 2028, which would have dragged
millions of people into the tax system for the
first time or pushed them into paying higher
rates.

And she announced changes to Labour’s self-
imposed borrowing rules to allow the
government to pump billions into the UK's
infrastructure.

She said Labour would fulfil its promise to
voters in July's election to “invest, invest,
invest” to "drive economic growth".

But the government's promise to make the UK
the fastest growing economy in the developed
world has been undermined by its own
financial watchdog.

The Office for Budget Responsibility said the
package of economic measures unveiled by
Reeves would ultimately "leave GDP largely
unchanged in five years".

Asked about the underwhelming forecasts,
she said: "l absolutely accept this is not the
summit of my ambitions. | want the economy
to grow faster than this."

She added that the “growth numbers this year
and next year are being revised up and that’s
good news”.

The OBR says the economy will grow by 2% in
2025, up 0.1% on its previous forecast, but it
will drift down in subsequent years to 1.5% in
2028.

In her Budget speech, Reeves said “working
people” would not see an increase in income
tax, National Insurance or VAT, fulfilling a
promise made by Labour at the general
election.

Instead, employers will see an increase in
National Insurance contributions on their

workers’ earnings which will raise up to £25bn
a year for the government.

There will also be an increase to capital gains
tax on share sales and a freeze on inheritance
tax thresholds.

In his response to the Budget, Conservative
leader Rishi Sunak accused Reeves of

“hobbling” economic growth.

“They’re taxing your job, they’re taxing your
business, they’re taxing your savings. You
name it, they’ll tax it," Sunak told MPs in his
final Commons appearance as leader of the
opposition.

But Reeves claimed any “responsible
chancellor” would have been forced to do the
same to “fix the foundations” of the economy.
Her Budget - the first Labour economic
statement since 2010 - sees the second biggest
increase in taxes in UK history.

As measured by amount of tax raised relative
to the size of the economy, it is slightly smaller
than Conservative Chancellor Norman
Lamont’s 1993 Budget.

But she also froze petrol duty for next year -
and retained a 5p cut introduced by the Tories
that was due to expire in April.

Other measures included:

Capital gains tax paid on profits from selling
shares to increase from up to 20% to up to
24%

Freeze on inheritance tax thresholds extended
beyond 2028 to 2030

VAT on private school fees from January 2025
Air Passenger Duty on flights by private jet to
go up by 50%

New tax of £2.20 per 10ml of vaping liquid
introduced from October 2026

Tax on tobacco to increase by 2% above
inflation, and 10% above inflation for hand-
rolling tobacco

Tax on non-draught alcoholic drinks to
increase by the higher RPI measure of
inflation, but tax on draught drinks cut by 1.7%
The stamp duty land tax surcharge for second
homes will increase by two percentage points
to 5% from Thursday

Budget 2024: Key points at a glance

Personal taxes

Rates of income tax and National Insurance
(N1) paid by employees, and of VAT, to remain
unchanged

Income tax band thresholds to rise in line with
inflation after 2028, preventing more people
being dragged into higher bands as wages rise
Basic rate capital gains tax on profits from
selling shares to increase from from 10% to
18%, with the higher rate rising from 20% to
24%

Rates on profits from selling additional

property unchanged

Inheritance tax threshold freeze extended by
further two years to 2030, with unspent
pension pots also subject to the tax from 2027

Business taxes

Companies to pay Nl at 15% on salaries above
£5,000 from April, up from 13.8% on salaries
above £9,100, raising an additional £25bn a
year

Employment allowance - which allows smaller
companies to reduce their NI liability - to
increase from £5,000 to £10,500

Tax paid by private equity managers on share
of profits from successful deals to rise from up
to 28% to up to 32% from April

Main rate of corporation tax, paid by
businesses on taxable profits over £250,000,
to stay at 25% until next election

Wages, benefits and pensions

Legal minimum wage for over-21s to rise from
£11.44 to £12.21 per hour from April

Rate for 18 to 20-year-olds to go up from
£8.60 to £10, as part of a long-term plan to
move towards a "single adult rate"

Basic and new state pension payments to go
up by 4.1% next year due to the "triple lock",
more than working age benefits

Eligibility widened for the allowance paid to
full-time carers, by increasing the maximum
earnings threshold from £151 to £195 a week

Transport

5p cut in fuel duty on petrol and diesel
brought in by the Conservatives, due to end
in April 2025, kept for another year

£2 cap on single bus fares in England to rise
to £3 from January, outside London and
Greater Manchester

Commitment to fund tunnelling work to take
HS2 high-speed rail line to Euston station in
central London

Government says it will "secure the delivery"
of Transpennine rail upgrade between York
and Manchester, after reports ministers were
looking to cut costs

Air Passenger Duty to go up in 2026, by £2 for
short-haul economy flights and £12 for long-
haul ones, with rates for private jets to go up
by 50%

Extra £500m next year to repair potholes in
England

Vehicle Excise Duty paid by owners of all but
the most efficient new petrol cars to double
in their first year, to encourage shift to electric
vehicles

Drinking and Smoking

Tax on tobacco to increase by 2% above
inflation, and 10% above inflation for hand-
rolling tobacco

Tax on non-draught alcoholic drinks to
increase by the higher RPI measure of
inflation, but tax on draught drinks cut by
1.7%

Government to review thresholds for sugar
tax on soft drinks, and consider extending it
to "milk-based" beverages

Government spending and public services
Day-to-day spending on NHS and education in
England to rise by 4.7% in real terms this year,
before smaller rises next year

Defence spending to rise by £2.9bn next year
Home Office budget to shrink by 3.1% this
year and 3.3% next year in real terms, due to
assumed savings from asylum system

£1.3bn extra funding next year for local
councils, which will also keep all cash from
Right to Buy sales from next month

Housing

Social housing providers to be allowed to
increase rents above inflation under multi-
year settlement

Discounts for social housing tenants buying
their property under the Right to Buy scheme
to be reduced

Stamp duty surcharge, paid on second home
purchases in England and Northern Ireland, to
go up from 3% to 5%

Point at which house buyers start paying
stamp duty on a main home to drop from
£250,000 to £125,000 in April, reversing a
previous tax cut

Threshold at which first-time buyers pay the
tax will also drop back, from £425,000 to
£300,000

Current affordable homes budget, which runs
until 2026, boosted by £500m
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Budget 2024

A Mixed Bag for Working
Class Struggles

Britain’s first ever female chancellor’s
budget is the talk of the moment. Here |
will analyse a social take on it giving all a
working-class perspective. The budget
offers some relief through the National
Insurance Contributions (NICs) U-turn and
cost-of-living payments. These measures
are indeed a lifeline for many households
struggling to make ends meet in the
current economic climate. However, there
is a palpable sense of unease among
analysts and those affected that these
provisions may only scratch the surface,
failing to tackle the deeper, systemic
issues that continue to plague the working
class.

A Dual-Edged Sword for Working Families

The budget's commitment to providing
immediate  financial relief is a
commendable step towards alleviating
the hardships faced by working-class
families. The reversal of the NICs increase
saves workers a 1.25% rise in tax,
essentially meaning they get to keep more
of their hard-earned money. This decision
is particularly beneficial for lower-income
earners, who often rely on every pound to
meet their daily needs.

In addition to this, the announcement of
a one-time cost-of-living payment of £900
for low-income households is a strategic
move to provide direct assistance to those
most impacted by rising prices. With
inflation still outpacing wage growth, this
financial aid could prevent countless
families from slipping into poverty or
facing significant financial distress.

Nevertheless, these measures are
temporary solutions to what many believe
are long-term, deeply rooted problems.
The working class has been advocating for
permanent changes that address the
growing wealth gap and a cost-of-living
crisis that shows no signs of abating.

Income Tax and Wage Conundrum

A notable concern among the working
class is the government's decision to

maintain the status quo on income tax.
Freezing the income tax threshold for a
further two years means that while
workers will not be taxed more, they will
not be paying less either—despite the
ever-increasing cost of living. This decision
stands in stark contrast to the clamour for
a more progressive tax system that eases
the burden on the working class.

Coupled with this is the budget's silence
on significant wage increases, particularly
concerning the minimum wage. The Living
Wage Foundation has advocated for a
£11.05 minimum wage rate, exceeding
the announced £10.90 National Living
Wage. This minor increase may not
substantially improve the lives of low-
wage earners, making it challenging for

is a step towards sustainability, minimising
waste and promoting the reuse of
resources.

However, the question remains whether
this initiative will offer substantial
benefits to the working class. Critics argue
that such measures, while laudable, may
not fundamentally change the financial
trajectory for those facing
unemployment, underemployment, or
rising living costs. For this sector of
society, the focus needs to be on more
immediate and impactful interventions.

The Role of Small
Housing Support

Businesses and

Budget 2024 heralds a significant push to

critical issue affecting the working class.
Providing more social housing can help
low-income  families  find  stable
accommodation, which in turn can free up
resources for other essential expenses.

A Work in Progress

In summary, Budget 2024 delivers a mix of
short-term relief and long-term question
marks. While measures like the NICs
reversal and cost-of-living payments offer
immediate help, they are temporary and
do not address the systemic flaws that
perpetuate economic disparities.

The omission of impactful changes to
income tax and minimum wage, as well as
a clear, comprehensive strategy to tackle
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them to afford essentials
housing, and utilities.

like food,

Second-Hand Economy: A Panacea or
Placebo?

Chancellor Reeves's surprising U-turn on
taxing profits from selling second-hand
items online has sparked both enthusiasm
and scepticism. This move aims to boost
the circular economy, and it encourages
individuals to make extra income from
items they no longer need. From an
environmental perspective, this decision

bolster small businesses, with the
government vowing to make the UK the
"best place to start and grow a business."
While this could indeed stimulate the
economy and potentially create more
jobs, the working class might remain
sceptical until they see tangible benefits.
Ensuring that these jobs are well-paid and
secure is pivotal to earning their trust.

Another bright spot in the budget is the
£490 million boost for building new
council housing. This investment could
lead to increased housing affordability, a

the escalating cost of living, may leave the
working class feeling overlooked and
underserved.

As politicians and analysts continue to
dissect the budget's implications, the
working class persists in their struggle,
hopeful for a future where budgets truly
reflect and address their pressing needs.
The government should continue
engaging with these issues to ensure that
future budgets deliver more than just
temporary relief for the hardworking
citizens of the United Kingdom.
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Man City and Spain midfielder
Rodri wins men's Ballon d'Or

Manchester City and Spain midfielder Rodri
has won the men's Ballon d'Or - awarded to
the best footballer of the year - for the first
time.

The 28-year-old, who lost just one game
last season for club and country, is the first
Spanish player to win the men's award
since 1960 and the first Premier League
player to win the award since Cristiano
Ronaldo in 2008.

Rodri, who helped Spain win Euro 2024 in
July, was awarded the prize in Paris on
Monday.

He also won the Premier League, Uefa
Super Cup and Club World Cup with City.
Rodri, the first player in the club's history to
win the Ballon d'Or, claimed the award
ahead of Real Madrid and Brazil winger
Vinicius Jr.

Real Madrid midfielder Jude Bellingham
was third - the highest an English player has
finished since Frank Lampard's second
place in 2005.

The Spanish side also won the award for
club of the year and their manager Carlo
Ancelotti was the winner of the men's
coach of the year award, but there was no-
one from the club present to receive the
prizes.

It was reported earlier on Monday that Real
Madrid were boycotting the ceremony after
reports Vinicius would not win the Ballon
d'Or.

"A very special day for me, my family and
my country," said Rodri, who appeared on
stage on crutches after rupturing his
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) in
September.

"Today is not a victory for me, it is for
Spanish football, for so many players who
have not won it and have deserved it, like
[Andres] Iniesta, Xavi [Hernandez], lker
[Casillas], Sergio Busquets, so many others.
It is for Spanish football and for the figure
of the midfielder."

Rodri rewarded for club and country
record

The Ballon d'Or recognises the best
footballer of the year and is voted for by a
jury of journalists from each of the top 100
countries in the Fifa men's world rankings.
Having helped Manchester City to the
Treble in 2023, Rodri finished fifth in last
year's Ballon d'Or.

His continued success with City and his role
within Spain's Euro 2024-winning side has
seen him become one of the most
influential players in world football.

The holding midfielder went off injured at
half-time in the Euros final against England,
but he had already done enough to be
named player of the tournament.

Rodri scored a career-best nine goals for
City last season, including two crucial late
strikes in Premier League games and a goal
in the ftitle-clinching 3-1 win over West
Ham.

"Today many friends have written to me
and have told me that football has won, for

giving visibility to so many midfielders who
have a job in the shadows and today it is
coming to light," added Rodri, who was
presented the award by 1995 winner
George Weah.

"I'm a regular guy with values, who studies,
who tries to do things right and doesn't try
to follow the stereotypes, and even so |
have been able to get to the top and it is
thanks to all of you."

Asked about the ACL injury that will rule
him out of for the season, he said: "l am just
trying to take care of myself. Rest, enjoy the
free time with my family and come back
stronger."

Kane and Mbappe share Gerd Muller
Trophy

Harry Kane and Kylian Mbappe shared the
Gerd Muller Trophy - the award for the best
goalscorer - after both scoring 52 goals in
all competitions last season.

With Real Madrid and France forward
Mbappe absent, England captain Kane was
presented the award alone following a

stellar first season with Bayern Munich.
"Thank you to my club Bayern Munich, all
my staff, team-mates, for helping me score
all the goals | scored," said Kane, who
finished 10th in the Ballon d'Or men's
award standings.

"It's an honour to take this award from a
club legend [Karl-Heinz Rummenigge] -
thank you very much."

Absent Real Madrid sweep club and coach
awards

When Real Madrid won the award for club
of the year and Ancelotti achieved the
inaugural Johan Cruyff Trophy for best
coach, there were no speeches.

Instead the ceremony moved on swiftly.
Under Ancelotti, Real Madrid won La Liga
by 10 points last season as well as the

Spanish Super Cup, while they also
triumphed in the Champions League -
winning their 15th title in the competition.
They had seven players shortlisted for the
men's Ballon d'Or award.

Yamal wins Kopa Trophy

The Kopa Trophy, awarded to the best
performing player under the age of 21,
went to Barcelona and Spain winger Lamine
Yamal.

Yamal, who turned 17 in July, made 50
appearances for Barcelona last season,
scoring seven goals and seven assists.

He was part of Spain's Euro 2024-winning
side where his four assists in Germany
matched the record for any player in a
single European Championship.

The youngest player, goalscorer and winner
at a Euros, Yamal was named young player
of the tournament.

Martinez wins second consecutive Yashin
Trophy

Emiliano Martinez kept eight clean sheets
for Aston Villa in the Premier League last
season

Aston Villa and Argentina goalkeeper
Emiliano Martinez won the Yashin Trophy -
the award for the best goalkeeper - for the
second year running.

Martinez, a World Cup winner in 2022,
helped Aston Villa finish fourth in the
Premier League last season and qualify for
the Champions League for the first time.
The 32-year-old also played a key role in
Argentina winning the Copa America with
five clean sheets in six games.

"Winning once is an honour, back-to-back
is something | never expected," said
Martinez, who is the first player to win the
goalkeeping award twice in a row.

Ballon d'Or top 10

Rodri (Spain and Manchester City)

Vinicius Jr (Brazil and Real Madrid)

Jude Bellingham (England and Real Madrid)
Dani Carvajal (Spain and Real Madrid)
Erling Haaland (Norway and Manchester
City)

Kylian Mbappe (France and PSG/Real
Madrid)

Lautaro Martinez (Argentina and Inter
Milan)

Lamine Yamal (Spain and Barcelona)

Toni Kroos (Germany and Real Madrid)
Harry Kane (England and Bayern Munich)
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