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Donald Trump wins US
presidential election again

Post Desk : Donald Trump
will return to the White
House after claiming victory
in one of the most bitterly
contested presidential
elections in the history of
the United States.

Trump  surpassed the
necessary 270 electoral
college votes on Wednesday
morning to defeat Kamala
Harris, his Democratic rival,
and deny the country its
first female president.

His path back to the Oval
Office became clear after a
win in the crucial swing
state of Pennsylvania before
Wisconsin sealed the deal.
Three of the seven swing
states — Michigan, Nevada
and Arizona — have not yet
been called but are leaning
Republican. If Trump is
confirmed the winner, he
will have swept all seven
battleground states.

Trump was also on track to
win the national popular

vote, the first time a
Republican has done so
since George W Bush in
2004.

Trump, 78, hailed his
“incredible movement”
after taking the stage in

“magnificent victory for the
American people”. Neither
he nor Harris have spoken
publicly since the race was
officially called in Trump’s
favour.

could

been expected.

Pennsylvania, for so long
the state that many felt
determine  the
outcome of the election,
backed Trump to push him

when Republicans flipped
several Senate seats to take
back control of the upper
chamber.Trump’s return to
be both the 45th and 47th
president came despite two

assault and

business

faces
alleged

charges
attempts

fraudulent
practices
separate lawsuits over the
past four years and he still
over

president.

Polls showed for months
that the election was going
to go down to the wire, but
Trump’s consistent lead in
key policy areas such as the
economy and immigration
held up on polling day.
The electorate’s anger over
inflation and the porous
southern border overrode
Harris’'s  warning  that
Trump was “a fascist”, a
theme she picked up in the
last weeks of the campaign
after he was accused by
John Kelly, his former chief
of staff, of admiring Adolf
Hitler.

Supporters of Trump’s
America First agenda will
await him fulfilling his
promise to deport millions
of illegal immigrants and to
impose tough tariffs on
imported foreign goods.
His opponents, meanwhile,
will fear that another four-
year Trump term will bring
greater division at home
and isolation from events
in  overseas. His promise to
bring a swift end to the war
in Ukraine has led to
his  concerns that he is set to
to reward President Putin of

Florida near his home at Harris watch parties began  within touching distance of  impeachments, four  overturn the result of the  Russia for his invasion of
Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach to empty out early in the the White House after he  criminal prosecutions, 2020 election. The future of  his neighbour.

surrounded by his friends, night, and the vice- won the southern swing including a felony  those casesisnowindoubt, A record $15.9 billion was
family and political allies. president  declined to statesof North Carolinaand  conviction, and the assault  especially as Trump had spent on the election by
“This will be the golden age  appear at her alma mater,  Georgia. on Congress by his pledged to fire Jack Smith, the campaigns and other
of America,” he said, calling  Howard  University in A bad night for the supporters.Civilcourtshave the special counsel, “within  groups, according to
his expected win a Washington DC, as had Democrats was confirmed found him liable for sexual two seconds” of becoming  Barron’s.

Kemi Badenoch wins
Tory leadership election

Post Desk : Kemi Badenoch is the
new Conservative party leader after
defeating Robert Jenrick in a mem-
bers’ vote, becoming the first Black
leader of a major UK party and the
fourth woman to lead the Tories.

Badenoch took just over 56% of the
95,000 votes, in a poll that had a
73% turnout of eligible members.
This amounts to the narrowest win
of the four since the party changed

its rules to allow party members the
final say in contested leadership
elections.

Speaking after the announcement in
central London, Badenoch, an MP
since 2017, who was shadow hous-
ing secretary, said the Conservatives
needed to face up to hard truths if
they wanted to win back the sup-
port of voters

Our party is critical to the success of

our country, but to be heard, we
have to be honest,” she said. “Hon-
est about the fact that we made
mistakes, honest about the fact that
we let standards slip. The time has
come to tell the truth.”

She praised Jenrick despite a some-
times bruising campaign, saying:
“You and | know that we don’t actu-
ally disagree on very much, and |
have no doubt that you have a key

role to play in our party for many
years to come.”

Her words seemed to indicate Bade-
noch would be happy for her lead-
ership rival to serve in her shadow
cabinet, though she will be without

James Cleverly, the shadow home
secretary, who was eliminated in the
final round of voting among Tory
MPs, and Hunt, the shadow chancel-
lor. Both have said they want to go
to the backbenches.
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Trump's 'America First' Rhetoric Might
Have Swung the 2024 US Election

In the lead-up to the 2024 United States
presidential election, Donald Trump once
again positioned himself as a critic of exces-
sive American interventionism and support
for foreign military operations. For instance,
maintaining his 'America First' approach,
Trump emphasised the need to protect US
interests and minimise the country's over-
seas commitments, especially in the Israel-
Hamas and Russia-Ukraine conflicts - a
message that likely resonated with voters
wary of the nation's prolonged involvement
in such foreign wars.

By framing these protracted battles as a dis-
traction from pressing domestic priorities,
Trump's rhetoric painted a picture of an
overextended America, one that was pour-
ing resources into conflicts that offered lit-
tle direct benefit to the average American
citizen. This narrative likely appealed to
those in the electorate who were con-
cerned about the human and financial costs
of US involvement in wars that seemed dis-
tant and removed from their everyday lives.
Trump's willingness to question the value of
America's support for Israel and Ukraine, in
contrast to more traditional interventionist
stances, may have struck a chord with vot-
ers seeking a foreign policy more firmly
rooted in protecting national interests
rather than propping up allies and partners
on distant battlefields.

Throughout his campaign, Trump repeat-
edly questioned the value of US support for
Israel's actions against Hamas and Russia's
war in Ukraine. He argued that these con-
flicts were draining American resources and

distracting from pressing domestic priori-
ties. This rhetoric, which portrayed the US
as overextended in foreign entanglements,
appears to have struck a chord with a seg-
ment of the electorate that prioritises a
more restrained foreign policy.

Trump's criticism of what he perceives as
unnecessary interventionism may have ap-
pealed to Americans who are concerned
about the human and financial costs of US
involvement in protracted wars in the Mid-
dle East and Eastern Europe. By framing
these conflicts as a distraction from the
needs of the American people, Trump's
'America First' message likely resonated

with voters seeking a foreign policy more
firmly grounded in domestic interests.
However, it is important to note that the
2024 election outcome was not solely a ref-
erendum on Trump's foreign policy posi-
tions. Other key issues, such as the state of
the economy, social and cultural tensions,
and the broader political climate, also
played significant roles in shaping voter
sentiment and the final results.

While Trump's stance on reducing US in-
volvement in foreign conflicts may have
been a contributing factor, a comprehen-
sive analysis of the election would need to
consider the complex interplay of various

factors that influenced the electorate's
decision-making process. Simplistic attri-
butions of the outcome to a single issue
would be an oversimplification of the nu-
anced dynamics at play.

Ultimately, the 2024 election results
demonstrate the continued influence of
Trump's 'America First' rhetoric and his
ability to tap into a segment of the elec-
torate that prioritises a more restrained
foreign policy. However, the full picture is
more intricate, requiring a deeper exami-
nation of the multiple forces that shaped
the final outcome.

It is worth noting that Trump's positions
and rhetoric have not always been consis-
tent or predictable, and his approach to
foreign policy could have shifted in the
lead-up to or during the 2024 campaign.
Consequently, it would be premature to
assume that his stance on US involvement
in conflicts led by Israel and Ukraine
would be the defining factor in his per-
formance, without a more thorough
analysis of the actual campaign and voting
data.

Furthermore, the long-term implications
of any changes in US policy or involve-
ment in these ongoing conflicts are diffi-
cult to assess at this stage. These
geopolitical situations are highly complex,
with multiple stakeholders and competing
interests at play. The potential impacts of
a shift in the US's role would require care-
ful analysis and monitoring over time.
Last but not least, while Trump's ‘America
First' rhetoric on foreign policy may have
resonated with certain voters, the reasons
behind his potential performance in the
2024 election are likely more nuanced and
multifaceted. A comprehensive assess-
ment would require close monitoring of
the campaign, analysis of polling data, and
a deeper understanding of the evolving
priorities and concerns of the electorate.
Speculating on definitive reasons without
access to the full context and details of
the election would be unwise.

Safeguarding residents from

dangerou

By
Nazir Ali

Drain unblockers such as One Shot, contains
15% w/w sulphuric acid. It is illegal under
the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 to sell
corrosives containing sulphuric acid at
concentrations of 15% or more (weight by
weight) to anyone under the age of 18.

s acids

Key Points for Retailers:

e EPP Licence Requirement: Products with high
concentrations of acids listed in Schedule 1 of the
Offensive Weapons Act, like One Shot, cannot be
sold to the general public without a valid
Explosives, Precursor and Poisons (EPP) licence.
o Verification Process: Retailers must verify that
buyers hold a valid EPP licence, issued by the
Home Office.

Due Diligence Recommendations:

To help ensure compliance with the law, retailers
should:

o Verify EPP Licence: Require all customers
purchasing regulated products to present their
EPP licence.

o Restrict Access: Store corrosive products

behind the counter and out of customer reach.
e Adopt Challenge 25: Implement a policy of
checking identification for anyone appearing
under 25.

¢ Maintain a Refusals Register: Log instances of
sale refusals for accountability.

¢ Use EPOS Till Prompts: Set up electronic till
prompts to remind staff to check for necessary
documentation.

e Install Deterrent Measures: Utilise CCTV and
signage to discourage underage purchases.

For more information or to report a suspected
violation, contact your local Trading Standards
Service
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/consumer-
help/, the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline
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https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/ge
t-more-help/if-you-need-more-help-about-a-
consumer-issue/, or London Trading Standards’
Consumer Crime webpage
https://www.londontradingstandards.org.uk/re
port-consumer-crime/.
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Bangladesh’s Political Crossroads:
“Is the Minus Two Strategy in the Offing?”

| ImranA.
Chowdhury

Bangladesh finds itself at another critical
juncture in its political history, as echoes
of the controversial “minus two” policy,
first introduced during the caretaker gov-
ernment period from 2007 to 2009, resur-
face under the newly formed interim
government. With renewed attempts to
diminish the influence of the two major
political forces—the Awami League (AL)
and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP)—a new wave of tension and spec-
ulation is sweeping the country.

The government’s moves have sent
shockwaves through the political estab-
lishment, raising concerns over whether
a seismic shift in Bangladesh’s political
landscape is imminent. While proponents
claim this overhaul could end decades of
dynastic rule and partisan rivalry, others
fear it could destabilise the country, leav-
ing its people to navigate yet another un-
certain political future.

The Origins of the “Minus Two” Doctrine

The “minus two” doctrine first emerged
during the One-Eleven crisis, a period of
military-backed interim rule from 2007 to
2009 aimed at breaking the cycle of polit-
ical deadlock between the country’s two
largest parties. It was an ambitious and
unsuccessful attempt to remove the
heads of the Awami League and BNP,
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia, from their
dominant roles in Bangladeshi politics.
The doctrine was widely criticised for un-
dermining democratic principles and
eroding the political rights of the elec-
torate. It failed due to public backlash
and a lack of sustainable political alterna-
tives.

Today, the spectre of that doctrine reap-
pears, with some observers arguing that
a similar approach is being implemented
under the guise of “youth-led reform”
and efforts to dismantle deeply ingrained
political loyalties. The objective, they say,
is to create space for new voices, disband
the entrenched powers, and recast
Bangladesh’s future away from AL-BNP ri-
valry. However, history has shown that
such policies have unintended conse-
guences, and the lingering fear is that the
interim government’s actions could have
a destabilising effect.

Political Marginalization of the BNP and
Awami League

The Awami League and BNP have domi-
nated Bangladesh’s political arena for
decades, each with strong grassroots sup-
port and a deep connection to the elec-
torate. Despite their differences, these
two parties have come to represent two
distinct visions for Bangladesh’s identity,
economy, and international relations.
However, the interim government’s latest
moves appear designed to push both par-
ties into political irrelevance, seeking to
strip them of their electoral foundations
and dismantle their influence.

The BNP, in particular, perceives this ini-
tiative as a direct threat to its existence.
Party leaders argue that powerful inter-
ests orchestrate a “deep-rooted political
divide” to sideline the party. They view
the government’s rhetoric as an attempt
to sow division, weakening the BNP’s hold
over its traditional voter base. “This is not
reform,” said one senior BNP leader,
speaking on the condition of anonymity.
This is a plan to annihilate us and silence
our voice in Bangladesh’s future.”

Likewise, within the Awami League, there
is growing suspicion that the interim gov-
ernment’s policies could signal the end of
their own longstanding influence. The
rhetoric of wholesale change, while ap-
pealing to younger generations, is stirring
anxiety among the party’s leadership and
grassroots members. They, too, are ques-
tioning whether their political legacy is
under threat.

Youth-Led Change or Political Manipula-
tion?

The interim government’s strategy has
been heavily influenced by a network of
youth coordinators, which marks a shift
from the traditional elderly leadership of
both AL and BNP. This youth-driven ap-
proach is necessary to modernise
Bangladesh’s governance structure, em-
phasising anti-corruption, transparency,
and progressive values. Yet, it raises ques-
tions about whether these youthful coor-
dinators have the experience, vision, or
support to address the complexities of
governing a country with such a storied
and tumultuous political history.

Critics argue that while the youth coordi-
nators bring fresh perspectives, their lim-
ited experience could be exploited by
those with vested interests who aim to
maintain control behind the scenes. The
idea of “youth-led” politics, they claim,
might simply be a mask for a politically
engineered plan to sideline the Awami
League and BNP. “The power struggle at
play here goes beyond just age or experi-
ence,” said a Dhaka-based political ana-
lyst. “It’s about reshaping Bangladesh’s
political landscape in a way that elimi-

nates those who have historically shaped
it.”

The youth movement’s promise of a po-
litical “tsunami” sounds appealing to
many, especially the younger generation
that seeks change. But observers warn
that unless managed carefully, the surge
in support for wholesale reform could spi-
ral into an ideological schism, dividing
Bangladesh’s people along generational
lines. The prospect of two generations
locked in political conflict and competing
visions of Bangladesh’s identity and fu-
ture could fuel more instability than
unity.

Fear Amongst the Ranks

Within the Awami League and BNP, rank-
and-file members are grappling with fears
of being stripped of their relevance. They
worry that the interim government’s poli-
cies will erode their electoral bases, mak-
ing it nearly impossible for either party to
regain power. “There is a sense of be-
trayal and loss,” said one BNP grassroots
organiser in Chittagong. “We have dedi-
cated our lives to this party, to these
ideals, and now we are being told that we
are no longer needed. It’s a hard pill to
swallow.”

In rural Bangladesh, where political loyal-
ties are often as steadfast as familial ties,
the attempt to dismantle the AL and BNP
carries additional risks. Local leaders in
these areas fear the erosion of commu-
nity-based political organising and won-
der whether a new “youth-led” approach
can bridge the gap between generations.

Public Opinion: Is “Minus Two” a Path to
Progress or a Step Backward?

The public reaction to the potential resur-
gence of the “minus two” policy is di-
vided. On the one hand, some
Bangladeshis believe that removing the
Awami League and BNP from power
would break a cycle of stagnation and
open doors for new leadership. “Our
country has been locked in a political see-
saw between these two parties for
decades,” said a university student in
Dhaka. “It’s time for something new.”

On the other hand, many fear that elimi-
nating the two main political forces will
disrupt Bangladesh’s democratic process
and prevent the electorate from having a
meaningful choice. “These parties repre-
sent our history, our struggles, and our
future,” said a factory worker in Gazipur.
“Without them, we lose something es-
sential.”

Whether the public will support or resist
this change remains to be determined.
Analysts suggest that the interim govern-

ment’s success—or failure—will depend
on its ability to manage the complex
emotions and loyalties tied to the coun-
try’s political past. If the government fails
to provide a credible alternative to the
two-party system, the public could push
back, potentially leading to protests, po-
litical unrest, or even violence.

The Road Ahead: A Balancing Act

As Bangladesh stands at this political
crossroads, the stakes are higher than
ever. The interim government has an op-
portunity to redefine Bangladesh’s fu-
ture, but it also risks alienating a
significant portion of the population.
Whether this attempt at change is a gen-
uine effort to foster progress or merely a
short-lived experiment that will further
divide the nation remains.

The coming months will be critical. If the
government’s approach succeeds in lay-
ing the foundation for a new political
order, it could become a blueprint for
other nations facing similar issues. But if
the policy backfires, it could destabilise
Bangladesh, with its people again caught
in the crossfire of political ambition and
upheaval.

The revival of the “minus two” strategy
raises a critical question for Bangladesh’s
future: Can the country truly move for-
ward without the two parties that have
defined its past, or is this new rhetoric
merely the start of another round of po-
litical turmoil? As both supporters and
opponents of the policy brace for what
lies ahead, the people of Bangladesh are
left wondering whether they are witness-
ing the dawn of a new era or the re-emer-
gence of old battles in a new guise.

Can the country truly move forward with-
out the two parties that have defined its
past, or is this new rhetoric merely the
start of another round of political tur-
moil? Is it true, or is it pure speculation?
Let time decide.

Imran Chowdhury BEM is a respected
strategic thinker, renowned for his in-
sightful analysis of geopolitical issues,
history, and diaspora affairs. As an au-
thor of numerous books and over a
thousand newspaper articles, he brings
a seasoned perspective to global politics,
focusing on social cohesion and the dy-
namics of South Asian geopolitics. His
writings explore the intersections of his-
tory, sovereignty, and the Bangladeshi
diaspora’s role within broader socio-po-
litical landscapes. Imran’s deep under-
standing of cultural identity and global
alliances has positioned him as a leading
voice in promoting cultural preservation,
community empowerment, and nuanced
discourse on international relations.
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Please call 020 3633 2545 or advertising@banglapost.co.uk
www.banglapost.co.uk
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