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Al Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp

18 January 2022

Azad Bakth High School & College

WW“.W_ "_ A , |
Donated by: r
Sherpur Welfare Trust UK ﬁ‘ e

Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp
Sheikh House, Sheikhpara, Lama Bazar, Sylhet
28" October 2022
In loving memory of Mushtaque Ahmed Qureshi
Donated by: Mrs Khalida Qureshi and family

‘éﬁa?

Al Mustafa

Charity Number: 1118492

Welfare Trust

TR 3 SR RS IR G W G T P Dl
SR M AR N T
If you wish to donate for a camp in your chosen area

please contact us

Call: +44 (0)20 8569 6444
Visit: www.almustafatrust.org

FUNDRAISING I

T
POLICY REGULATOR
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UK Bank Details:

Shahbag Jamea Madania Quasimul Ulum Trust
HSBC Bank
Sort Code: 40-21-05 Account No: 51625608
B.l.C Swift Code- HBUKGB4112U
IBAN-GB98HBUK40210551625608

SHAHBAG JAMIA MADANIA
QASIMUL ULUM
MADRASHA &ORPHANAGE

UK: 71-75 Blakeland Street, Birmingham, B9 5XQ
Bangladesh : P.O: Shahbag, Zakiganj, Sylhet.
Phone: 0088 01716602167 / 0088 0171 5336357

Please Help supporting the poor & needy with your:

Lillah Sadaqah Zakat Fitra
Fidya Kaffara Qurbani

CAN DONATE VIA :

Paypal: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com
Online: www.shahbagjamia.com
Telephone: 0798 335 7324

NGO Aifairs Bureau Bangladesh

UK Charity No. 1126168

Registration No- 3052

PROJECTS

Haiiz Sponsor £250x 3 = £750.00
SHOPS (permanent income for Orphanage)
Per Shop £2500.00
(Class/Living Room for Orphanage
Per Room £3000.00

Support Needed FISHERY Project to

Generate Permanent Income for
Madrasha & Orphanage

33 Decimal Land £1000, One Cow £400
Minnow (Fishery), Tree plant £100

Ashab-e-Badr Fund
one oif payment £700.00 x 313 Donor

For further information please contact:

Maulana Abdul Hafiz, Principal

Mobile: 0798 335 7324

e: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com www.shahbagjamia.com
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SHAH JALAL MADRASA AND EATIM KHANA TRUST

[
-

Sulemanpur, Sunamgan;

www.shahjalalmadrasa.com
(UK Charity Reg: 1126912)

G AR 8 GFox AR TG FBIce A @SR FR FACS ~AE:
AT SEIREH, TS A O @ IRl IR (7R:) TGPl @ afow <Al | T8 e e o Z0 | SR SIS e
WA WA AeTes efefde Tmrz WPy WY e R@rTE AR ¢ FAATE  SR_T 1A N AR A G5 P A I
ARG @3 OIS G A A A G A M 2GR T G wHeA oa  afion (=tF (R (@ s @ e

REAM G SR AR P F1 TR |
PR AT S SR G 8 SRS G
(R VI FACET STASAEE |

Assalamu Alaikum charitable organisation which provides
and supports poor/ orphan student's
education, free living accommodation,
food and clothes through your kind
donations.

Respectable Brothers and Sisters —
Shah Jalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana
Trust, is an established UK based

The ways in which you can fulfil the needs of Shah Jalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana:

Alhamdulillah, we have started
construction of a new 6 story building
for the students of Shah Jalal Madrasa
and Eatim Khana, Sulemanpur,
Sunamganj - we are appealing to all our

well-wishers and donors to give
Sadaqah Jariyah to complete this
building.

May Allah (SWT) reward you in this
life and hereafter. Ameen.

The ways in which you can fulfil the needs of
Shahjalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana:

» £2500 - Towards a room in the
Madrasa in your name or in the
name of your parents

» £1000 - Life member

Tafsir set (full title jamat set)
$£100-20 Bags of cement
# £90 - 1000 Bricks
# £500 - Sponsor 1 poor/orphan student B £25 - 5 Zil Quran
’£250 - One Kear Land P£20-1 Bag rice

Bank Details : HSBC
Shah Jalal Madrasha and Eatim Khana Trust
Account No: 81419366, Sort Code: 40-11-43

# £150 - Bukhari Sharif, Muslim Sharif, P 300 IS @@ T

You can also become a life sponsor of poor/orphan student by donating £5, £10, £20 or any amount by setting up monthly direct debit

 WREIETE T @ «few AR e (e

| S @SR AR FACS A

i B 300 TS fica et et s
ot b o s
Tt B 3¢ #iT fica =it feem e

1 3o 1S fica 3 R0 T < GG Fror ¥ 20 e i 3 a1 i

www.justgiving.com/campaign/SMETRUST
Email: smszaman@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.shahjalalmadrasa.com

Contact: Founder Chairman, Syed Moulana Shamsuzzaman, Mobile: 07944 267 205

You can make donations by PayPal by logging into our website
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Government officials to oversee
Tower Hamlets council

Post Desk : Inspectors have uncovered a
“toxic” and secretive culture at an east
London council, with decision-making
dominated by the inner circle of the local
mayor, Lutfur Rahman, according to an
official report.Reports Guardian

Ministers will now send central government
officials to help oversee the running of Tower
Hamlets council, led by Rahman, who was
previously banned from public office for
involvement in vote-rigging, buying votes and
religious intimidation.

The report into the governance of Tower
Hamlets, where Rahman became the directly
elected mayor again in 2022 after his five-
year ban expired, sets out a series of
concerns, including a lack of trust between
the different political parties, and a
subsequent churn of top officials.

The findings, detailed in a written statement
by Jim McMahon, the local government
minister, included a perception among many
staff that “many good managers had left the
organisation as a result of ‘speaking truth to
power””.

While the inspectors found the council was
trying to improve in some areas, it suffered
from a “weak and confused” culture of
scrutiny, where “due process is often treated
as an obstacle to priorities rather than as a
necessary check and balance”.

Central to many of the problems was a
“suspicious and defensive” internal culture,
heavily based around Rahman and a small

This culture went beyond the mayor and his
team, the report said, citing “a lack of respect
and cooperation between political parties,
which is having a negative effect on good
governance”.

The statement said: “A culture of patronage,
even if not at play in every appointment, is
perceived as pervasive enough to undermine

stakeholders.”

The council often seemed more focused on
pushing back against criticism than
responding to it, it went on, adding: “On some
issues, the inspectors are sceptical of the
council’s capability to self-improve.”
McMahon said he was satisfied the problems
were sufficiently serious that he was justified

years, with ministerial envoys regularly
reporting back.

He will also instruct the council to appoint at
least two opposition councillors to its advisory
board.

Rahman was originally the Labour leader of
the council, before becoming its directly
elected mayor in 2010, after a referendum
created the post, standing as an independent.
He was re-elected in 2014 under a new party
called Tower Hamlets First, but was removed
from office in 2015 after a specialist court
concluded that he was guilty of vote-rigging,
buying votes and religious intimidation.

In 2018, police concluded that there was
insufficient evidence to prosecute any
individual. Rahman returned to power in
2022 under the banner of his Aspire party,
bringing back several of his previous allies.
The council was previously placed under the
part-control of commissioners appointed by
central government, from 2014 to 2018, after
concerns about the awarding of grants and
the sale of council property without correct
process.

Aspire recently lost its majority after several
councillors resigned from the party.

In a statement, the council said: “Tower
Hamlets council is committed to working with
the government on our continuous journey of
improvement. We welcome the
government’s decision to appoint an envoy
rather than send in commissioners, with a
plan to work together with us on a support

group of allies, described to the inspectors as

“toxic”.

trust between
leadership, as well

members,
as with external

staff and

under the Local Government Act to impose a
“statutory support pack” for at least three

package, with the council retaining all its
powers.”

Sadiq Khan wants to charge £2-per-mile to drive in London

Post Desk : Sadiq Khan considered
charging motorists up to £2 per
mile to drive in London, leaked
documents show.

The flagship pay-per-mile road
charging scheme was expected to
be introduced in September 2026
as part of the Labour mayor’s
drive to meet ambitious net zero
targets.

The plans would have seen the
cost of road journeys from outer
London into the centre of the cap-
ital almost trebling.

It comes after Mr Khan spent
£150m of taxpayers’ money on
“secret technology” to deliver
pay-per-mile road pricing, as pre-
viously revealed by The Telegraph.
Such road pricing schemes have
been branded “inevitable” be-
cause the Treasury faces a £30bn
loss in tax revenues thanks to net

zero policies enforcing the switch
to electric vehicles in coming
years.Plans leaked on Tuesday
showed how the London mayor
plotted to charge motorists up to
£2 per mile to drive inside the cur-
rent congestion charge zone, on
top of a £5 daily tax.

Mr Khan has since made clear he
has “ruled out” the pay-per-mile
policy. However, internal model-
ling by Transport for London (TfL)
—seen by the London Centric blog
—shows the proposals would have
added tens of pounds to road
journeys in the capital.

Under the Labour mayor’s plans,
the cost of driving from Upmin-
ster to Oxford Circus and back
again would have almost trebled,
rising from £15 — for the conges-
tion charge — to around £40.
Similarly, at present somebody

driving a Ulez-compliant car on a
30-mile return trip across “inner
London” from Highgate to Fulham
would have incurred no cost other
than petrol.

Under the TfL modelling, the jour-
ney would have cost an extra £18
in pay-per-mile charges, according
to the London Centric blog.
Codenamed Project Gladys inside
TfL, the scheme was formally
known as Next Generation Charg-
ing.

Those in “inner London” — the
original Ultra Low Emission Zone
(Ulez) — would have been charged
60p per mile, with a 40p per mile
fee applying across the rest of
Greater London. It is understood
that no final decision on pricing
was made.

The London mayor expanded the
Ulez in August 2023 to include all

32 of the capital’s boroughs. Most
non-compliant  vehicles are
charged £12.50 daily under the
rules.

The Project Gladys modelling also
suggests that 600,000 fewer car
trips would have been made
under the policy, replaced by
170,000 extra bus journeys and
210,000 trips made on foot.
Officials expected that the re-
maining 220,000 road journeys
would “simply evaporate”, London
Centric claimed.The documents
set out a roadmap for implement-
ing the pay-per-mile scheme. Fol-
lowing an initial trial, public
consultations would have taken
place throughout 2024, and Lon-
don signage would have been re-
placed in 2025 — with drivers
charged by the mile from Septem-
ber 2026.

It is understood that Mr Khan
backed away from the proposals
after the Uxbridge and South Ruis-
lip by-election in July 2023 was
won by the Conservatives who ran
an anti-Ulez campaign.

The Telegraph revealed in April
that Mr Khan had already spent
£3m of taxpayers’ money plan-
ning a future pay-per-mile charg-
ing system called Future RUC.
Nine Labour-run London councils
have voiced support for pay-per-
mile or road user charging in re-
cent years.

Sir John Armitt, the Government’s
infrastructure tsar, said last month
that motorists will “inevitably”
end up paying per mile to drive on
Britain’s roads as the switch to-
wards electric cars drains away
fuel taxes.
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Developed Countries Burn the Planet
Yunus' Call for Compensation at COP29

As the world's attention turned to the
critical COP29 Climate Summit in Baku,
Azerbaijan, one of the most powerful and
unequivocal voices emerged from
Bangladesh — a nation on the frontlines of
the climate crisis. Dr. Muhammad Yunus,
the renowned Bangladeshi social
entrepreneur and Nobel Peace Prize
laureate, delivered a stirring message that
cut through the political posturing and
placed the onus firmly on the developed
nations responsible for the world's
environmental devastation.

"The developed countries have burned up
the planet, and now they must compensate
the victims," Yunus declared, his words
resonating with a sense of moral authority
and righteous indignation. As the leader of
a country that contributes a mere 0.47% to
global greenhouse gas emissions, yet stands
to lose up to 17% of its land to rising sea
levels, Yunus' perspective carried the
weight of lived experience.

As one of the world's most climate-
vulnerable nations, Bangladesh is bearing
the brunt of the developed world's carbon
emissions. Rising sea levels have already
submerged large swathes of the country's
low-lying coastal regions, displacing millions
of people and destroying vital
infrastructure. Devastating cyclones, fueled
by warmer ocean temperatures, have also
become more frequent and intense,
causing widespread destruction and loss of
life. Meanwhile, erratic rainfall patterns and
prolonged droughts have disrupted
agricultural productivity, threatening food
security for Bangladesh's 160 million
inhabitants. The compounding effects of
these climate-related disasters have pushed
many Bangladeshi communities to the
brink, underscoring the grave injustice of a
crisis not of their making.

Yunus' call for climate justice was a forceful
rebuke of the historical imbalances that
have shaped the global response to the
climate crisis. He argued that the wealthy
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nations, through their relentless pursuit of
industrialization and unchecked carbon
emissions, have created a crisis that
disproportionately impacts the Global
South — nations that are ill-equipped to
bear the immense social, economic, and
environmental costs.

Yunus pointed to the stark disparities in
carbon footprints, noting that while
Bangladesh contributes a mere 0.47% to
global greenhouse gas emissions, it stands
to lose up to 17% of its land to rising sea
levels. This devastating asymmetry lies at
the heart of the climate justice movement,
which demands that the developed world
take responsibility for the harm it has
inflicted upon vulnerable nations.

Moreover, Yunus underscored the
existential threat faced by Bangladesh and
other climate-vulnerable countries. The
prospect of mass displacement,
infrastructure collapse, and humanitarian
crises looms large, jeopardising the very
survival of these nations. Yunus argued
that this was not merely an environmental
issue, but a matter of fundamental human
rights and global solidarity.

By placing the onus firmly on the
developed world, Yunus' message at
COP29 challenged the complacency and
political posturing that has too often

Y I\ 'V 4
characterized global climate negotiations.
His unwavering call for compensation and
restorative action served as a moral
rallying cry, amplifying the voices of those
on the frontlines of the climate crisis.

The statistics Yunus cited were indeed
sobering. Bangladesh, a country of over
160 million people, faces the looming
prospect of mass displacement, disruption
to its fragile economy, and the potential
for widespread humanitarian crises as a
result of the climate emergency. Yet, the
country's contribution to the problem
pales in comparison to the outsized role
played by the developed world.

Yunus' message was not one of mere
lament, but a clarion call for accountability
and restorative action. He demanded that
the wealthy nations provide financial
compensation to the vulnerable countries
that bear the brunt of their actions,
recognizing the moral imperative to
address the historical inequities that have
shaped the climate crisis.

This stance echoed the long-standing
principle of "climate justice," which calls
for a reckoning with the disproportionate
burdens faced by the Global South and the
need for equitable solutions. Yunus' voice
added powerful momentum to this
movement, amplifying the calls of those
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who have historically been marginalised in
the climate discourse.

Importantly, Yunus' appeal transcended
the realm of politics, appealing to the
shared humanity that should underpin
global cooperation. He argued that the
climate crisis is not a matter of "us versus
them," but a universal challenge that

requires collective action and a
willingness to address historical
imbalances.

As the world grapples with the escalating
climate emergency, Yunus' message
served as a clarion call for a new era of
climate diplomacy — one that prioritises
empathy, accountability, and a genuine
commitment to supporting the nations
and communities most vulnerable to the
ravages of a warming planet.

By elevating the voices of those on the
frontlines of the climate crisis, Dr
Muhammad Yunus has reminded the
world that the path to a sustainable
future must be paved with a deep
understanding of the unequal burdens
borne by the Global South. His
impassioned plea at COP29 was not just
a call to action, but a moral imperative
for the developed world to make amends
and safeguard the future of all humanity.
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The Influence of Bangladeshi-Owned Indian
Restaurants on the UK Culinary Scene

. Imran A.
Chowdhury

Bangladeshi-owned Indian restaurants and
takeaways have a rich, unique history in the
United Kingdom, shaped by immigration
waves, entrepreneurial spirit, and the
dynamic fusion of cultural identity with
British society. Originating from humble
beginnings, Bangladeshi entrepreneurs
transformed what was once an exotic and
niche offering into a staple of British dining
culture. The legacy of these businesses
stretches across England, Scotland, Wales,
and Northern Ireland, with their
achievements rooted in community,
resilience, family values, and a deep-seated
love for food.

Early Beginnings and Expansion (1950s—
1970s)

Inception and Early Days

The first Bangladeshi-owned restaurants in
the UK began appearing in the 1950s, during
a time when the nation was experiencing an
influx of immigrants from South Asia,
particularly from the Sylhet region in
Bangladesh. Many Sylheti immigrants initially
worked in the British merchant navy, before
eventually settling in the UK. In a quest to
make a living, many immigrants saw an
opportunity in the restaurant industry. The
concept of "Indian food" began as a novelty,
providing a taste of "home" for Indian,
Pakistani, and Bangladeshi communities and
curious British patrons.

Building a Foundation and Growth

By the 1970s, these small eateries grew into
bustling "Indian" restaurants and takeaways,
with Bangladeshi immigrants comprising
over 80% of the workforce in the “Indian”
restaurant industry. Their growth was
propelled by hard work and a keen sense of
what local customers enjoyed. They adapted
classic Indian dishes, modifying spice levels
and flavors to cater to British palates. The
result was the creation of "Anglo-Indian"
cuisine, including iconic dishes like chicken
tikka masala, balti, and vindaloo, which are
still popular today.

Achievements and Contributions

Culinary Innovation

Bangladeshi restaurateurs' creativity helped
form a new identity for "Indian" cuisine in the
UK, adding unique touches to curries, breads,
and sauces. The evolution of the balti and
chicken tikka masala exemplifies their ability
to adapt and innovate. Many of these
restaurateurs became pioneers, shaping
British tastes and creating a demand for
Indian food that outlasted trends and
generations.

Beacon of the High Street

Bangladeshi-owned restaurants became
pillars of the British high street, bringing
vibrancy to communities across the UK. They
provided not only food but also jobs,
supporting thousands of families and
fostering a cultural exchange between South
Asian and British cultures.

Management Style and Family Values
Business and Management Style
Bangladeshi restaurants often exemplify a
family-centered management style. Owners,
typically patriarchs, run these establishments
with the help of family members, from
cooking and managing finances to waiting
tables. This model fostered loyalty and trust,
creating a strong internal support system.
Many businesses were passed from one
generation to the next, continuing traditions
and honing business acumen.

Family Values and Community Bonds

participate in online delivery services, and
partner with culinary influencers to keep
their brands relevant.

Economic Impact: Making a Living and
Employment

Economic Contribution

Bangladeshi-owned restaurants have played
a significant role in the UK economy,
providing employment and driving local
economies. They became major employers
within the South Asian community, providing
jobs to newly arrived immigrants and serving

as stepping stones for financial
independence.

Challenges and Pitfalls

Despite their successes, Bangladeshi
restaurateurs have faced numerous

challenges. The long hours, rising operating

to the Bangladeshi
restaurant business ethos, with younger
generations joining the family business from
an early age. The communal sense of support
and collaboration strengthened bonds within

Family is central

families and extended into the wider
community. This sense of solidarity led to
charitable initiatives, with restaurants raising
funds for causes in Bangladesh and the UK.

Cuisine and Marketing: The Anglo-Indian
Fusion

Culinary Adaptations and Popular Dishes
To accommodate the British palate, many
Bangladeshi chefs adjusted spice levels and
balanced ingredients. Dishes like korma, tikka
masala, and jalfrezi became mainstays,
appealing to the mild tastes of many British
customers. Chefs used fresh produce and
British-sourced meats, which ensured flavors
appealed to both South Asian and British
patrons.

Marketing and Branding Techniques

Initially, Bangladeshi restaurants relied on
word-of-mouth  marketing, building a
reputation for excellent service, flavorful
food, and warm hospitality. In time, they
adopted modern marketing strategies,
investing in promotions, newspaper ads, and
collaborations with food critics. Today, many
restaurants maintain social media pages,

costs, and fierce competition required
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immense resilience. The industry has also
struggled with labor shortages, as younger
generations often pursue different career

paths. These hurdles have forced
restaurateurs to adapt and innovate
continually.
Charitable  Work and Community
Involvement

Charitable Contributions and Fundraising
Charitable giving is a prominent part of the
Bangladeshi restaurant industry, stemming
from a commitment to both local and
international causes. Restaurateurs often
raise funds for disaster relief, education, and
healthcare in Bangladesh, contributing to
local schools and hospitals. In the UK, they
have supported food banks, local hospitals,
and sports teams, cementing their role as
community anchors.

Social Initiatives and Cultural Festivals
Many Bangladeshi-owned restaurants host
events during cultural festivals, celebrating
Eid, Diwali, and Christmas, which fosters
cultural understanding and inclusivity. These
events have become an integral part of the
local communities they serve, connecting
cultures through shared celebrations and
traditions.

Workers and Workforce Challenges

Employment and Skills Development
Bangladeshi restaurants have historically
employed both local and immigrant workers,
providing skills training and experience in the
hospitality industry. However, as the industry
has evolved, the need for skilled chefs has
grown, creating a demand for culinary talent.
Some establishments have initiated training
programs, ensuring the next generation of
chefs is equipped with the skills to continue
the legacy.

and Future

Generational Transition

Challenges

The next generation of Bangladeshi-British
youth is often reluctant to work in the
restaurant industry, seeking careers outside
the traditional family business. This shift has
led some restaurant owners to seek skilled
workers abroad or explore automation in
kitchen operations to offset the shortage of
family members in the business.

The Role of Bangladeshi Restaurants on
British High Streets

Community Landmarks and Identity
Bangladeshi-owned Indian restaurants have
established themselves as fixtures of the
British high street, adding diversity to towns
and cities across the UK. They often serve as
gathering spots, venues for celebrations, and
places of cultural exchange. These
restaurants have become symbolic of the
multicultural tapestry of the UK, bridging
cultures and promoting understanding.

Adaptation and Resilience During Modern
Times

The COVID-19 pandemic posed
unprecedented challenges, with restrictions
on dine-in services affecting revenue.
Bangladeshi restaurateurs swiftly adapted by
emphasizing takeaways, home deliveries, and
digital ordering platforms. Their adaptability
demonstrated resilience and a deep
commitment to serving their communities,
even in times of hardship.

Philanthropy and Legacy

Promotion and Fundraising
Bangladeshi-owned restaurants have been at
the forefront of fundraising for international
causes, raising awareness and resources for
crises worldwide. From supporting flood
victims in  Bangladesh to helping
underprivileged children in the UK, their
philanthropic  contributions reflect a
longstanding tradition of giving back.
Building a Legacy of Cultural Exchange and
Family Values

These restaurants are a testament to the
power of family, tradition, and cultural pride.
Many  businesses  have celebrated
anniversaries of 30, 40, or even 50 years,
passing on values and business knowledge
through generations. Today, Bangladeshi-
owned restaurants are recognised as more
than just dining establishments—they are
cultural landmarks, beacons of community
strength, and symbols of a shared British-
Bangladeshi identity. — To be continued
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