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It's time to
make your
visa digital

If you have a BRP card expiring on 31 Dec
or paper documents, you should switch to

an eVisa via gov.uk/eVisa now

Making your UK visa
digital with an eVisa
is completely free
Designed to replace
physical immigration
documents, an eVisa
can't be lost or stolen.
It's also free and your
immigration status
won't be affected.
With the switch
already underway, we asked
the UK Government's experts
to answer shome common
questions about eVisas...

What is an eVisa?
An eVisa is an online
record of your immi-

gration status in the UK,
allowing you to view and
prove your immigration
status, including your rights
to live, work or study in the UK.
It replaces the physical docu-
ments you have and you can
link your UKVl account to your

i status

e
staws

SAFE AND SOUND

An eVisa has a host of
benefits including easy|
access and protection

passport to make interna-
tional travel straightforward.

What's changing?

If you're one of the

millions of people
using a BRP (biometric res-
idence permit) card that
expires on 31 December
2024, you should head to
gov.uk/eVisa to create your
UKVI account. You'll then be
able to get access to your
eVisa. It's important you do
this to avoid unnecessary
delays in proving your immi-
gration status, particularly

if you're planning to travel
internationally.

When will | need an
eVisa?
The transition is cur-

rently taking place. If your
BRP expires on 31 December
2024, take action now. And while
legacy paper documents are
still valid, and you can continue
to use them as evidence of your
immigration status as you do
today, you should still make a
free "no time limit” (NTL) appli-
cation online at gov.uk/eVisa,
which means you can get
access to your eVisa.

What should | do?
Go to gov.uk/eVisa
and create a UKVI

account. Don't worry, your
immigration status won't
be affected. If you have
a BRP, you should
create your account
by 31 December, so

get ahead and do

it now. If you're a

parent or guardian

of a child who uses a
physical immigration
document, you should
take action on their behalf
too.

What if | have paper
documents?
You should still make

Status

Name —
Status —

an NTL application. You might
be askecfto provide a photo-
graph and fingerprints as part
of this process, but you'll be
given full instructions on what
to do online. Once you've
completed your application,
you'll then receive a UKVI
account to access your eVisa.

What are the bene-
fits of eVisas?
eVisas are a digital

record so you'll no longer
need physical documents.
They have a number of bene-
fits, as an eVisa can't be lost,
stolen or damaged. You can
prove your rights instantly,
accurately and securely, while
only sharing the necessary
information with anyone
who requests it.

1

An eVisa will

make it easier

to prove your
rights

Get access to your eVisa at gov.uk/eVisa

Immigration

It will also prevent unnec-
essary delays while travelling
internationally, as your UKVI
account can be linked to your
passport.

There are no penalties for
failing to transition to an eVisa
by 2025, but not transitioning
could result in unnecessary
delays when proving your
immigration status in the UK or
while travelling overseas.

Plus, your information is
always held securely.

You can also share your
status easily with your landlord
or employer via the “view and
prove" service.

So take action now at
gov.uk/eVisa.

;

UK Government




04 BANGLA POST OB - 12 December 2024

JTem oW A Sy w@eeiw A
8o b 2fSBITTa SexiazeT Fw
GBS G e Fifaa
T SEe TR | Rt
SR 2 40y Fare o
IE@E G (TE AT
ARTBG | TR e o
QORARS FOEF & @ 27
(ACF OF Y[ (V&1 BT AR €
B ofw | e IR e
cRIE, ez fey e
orvE,  fredfede,  ses,
sixth form, university 3%
R = S R
AfsPimet afae = @EE
ST year 11 Rt ofvas
g Ao Prare fite srwel
Face ffey o Jenam w2y
@32 T Wi w0 2
9F Pyma W 9w e
e R SR
T, wfeams ¢ fRrmdfar |
G AT I, T AN
1% g @F AL (o0 S Y|
e

FACI, AT TS QB3 FeT
FGIHE GTIM T O |

OTRARE GIFICSHF principal
IR ST I, SR 93
e IR S FREAR =T
IS FACO (I AT THSTS
IS | AR =T 2062 W
fredfme e wW @[

'___L 9 H
ST T 9 @ R

Ay @51 STofe e, (T ol
(MYCS 2 SCAR AT FCOI6T

year 11 7% S[tMF 21 5T FA0©
AT | ST GBRAIZS GFS
936 Sge Ww school

me@w&rmﬁ?ﬁv
Mo ak fifey wfefas

Aseire SR o o0, T

(

& 02070011771

NOW £18

with

WE ARE RECRUITING MARKETING MANAGER
AND ALSO PROVIDING WORK PERMIT (i requirep)

CALL NOW, DON'T DELAY

PLEASE CONTACT: 07950 042 646

/Cy SUPERCONNEXIONS

UNLIMITED
MINUTES+TEXT+ DATA

2 SIM Only

8 330 Burdett Road London E14 7DL
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Help stop

violence
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Sign the white ribbon pledge

and promise to never use,
excuse, or remain silent about
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Save up to

£100

off selected

hearing devices

Limited
time
offer

Book an appointment
at specsavers.co.uk

Discounts only apply to hearing devices from our Specsavers Advance Elite, Super and Premium product range. Excludes batteries and accessories. Subject to suitability.
Hearing devices refers to hearing aids and does not apply to accessories. Cannot be exchanged for cash or used in conjunction with any other Specsavers offer or voucher.

You're better off with

Specsavers

Non-refundable or transferable on already purchased products. Offer valid from 25 November 2024 until 24 December 2024.
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SHAH JALAL MADRASA AND EATIM KHANA TRUST

Sulemanpur, Sunamgan;

www.shahjalalmadrasa.com
(UK Charity Reg: 1126912)
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Assalamu Alaikum

Respectable Brothers and Sisters —
Shah Jalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana
Trust, is an established UK based

charitable organisation which provides
and supports poor/ orphan student's
education, free living accommodation,
food and clothes through your kind

The ways in which you can fulfil the needs of Shah Jalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana:

Alhamdulillah, we have started
construction of a new 6 story building
for the students of Shah Jalal Madrasa
and Eatim Khana, Sulemanpur,

well-wishers and donors to give
Sadagah Jariyah to complete this
building.

May Allah (SWT) reward you in this

» £2500 - Towards a room in the
Madrasa in your name or in the
name of your parents

» £1000 - Life member

# £250 - One Kear Land

I Bank Details : HSBC

Shah Jalal Madrasha and Eatim Khana Trust
Account No: 81419366, Sort Code: 40-11-43

The ways in which you can fulfil the needs of
Shahjalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana:

B £500 - Sponsor 1 poor/orphan student  § £25 - 5 Zil Quran
# £20 - 1 Bag rice

You can also become a life sponsor of poor/orphan student by donating £5, £10, £20 or any amount by setting up monthly direct debit

donations. Sunamganj - we are appealing to all our  life and hereafter. Ameen.

£ MR AW @ (SN AT QTTe (TBTe
S (I AR 00 A

B £150 - Bukhari Sharif, Muslim Sharif, :

Tafsir set fullttle jamat set) : oo gg i ¥ 300 1% fiza e 1 B

» £100 - 20 Bags of cement b oo 1S e =R B 50 “11%S fix < e B

# £90 - 1000 Bricks B 3¢ %S fica =i Rew e
i B3¢0 %S e @@ @ i DI85 e fros e o e
b 3o 1% fira 4 5IR05A wTes 6 7 o

Email: smszaman@hotmail.co.uk

I www.justgiving.com/campaign/SMETRUST
Website: www.shahjalalmadrasa.com

Contact: Founder Chairman, Syed Moulana Shamsuzzaman, Mobile: 07944 267 205
You can make donations by PayPal by logging into our website
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UK Bank Details:

Shahbag Jamea Madania Quasimul Ulum Trust
HSBC Bank
Sort Code: 40-21-05 Account No: 51625608
B.l.C Swift Code- HBUKGB4112U
IBAN-GB98HBUK40210551625608

SHAHBAG JAMIA MADANIA
QASIMUL ULUM
MADRASHA &ORPHANAGE

UK: 71-75 Blakeland Street, Birmingham, B9 5XQ
Bangladesh : P.O: Shahbag, Zakiganj, Sylhet.
Phone: 0088 01716602167 / 0088 0171 5336357

Please Help supporting the poor & needy with your:

Lillah Sadagah Zakat Fitra
Fidya Kaffara Qurbani

CAN DONATE VIA :

Paypal: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com
Online: www.shahbagjamia.com
Telephone: 0798 335 7324

NGO Aifairs Bureau Bangladesh

UK Charity No. 1126168

Registration No- 3052

PROJECTS

Hafiz Sponsor £250 x 3 = £750 .00
ShopS (permanent income for Orpnanage)
Per Shop £2500.00
(lass/Living Room for Orphanage
Per Room £3000.00

Support Needed FISHERY Project to

Generate Permanent Income for
Madrasha & Orphanage

33 Decimal Land £1000, One Cow £400
Minnow (Fishery), Tree plant £100

Ashab-e-Badr Fund
one off payment £700.00 x 313 Donor

For further information please contact:

Maulana Abdul Hafiz, Principal

Mobile: 0798 335 7324

e: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com www.shahbagjamia.com
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Minister announces revision
to eVisa rollout timetable

Post Desk: Seema Malhotra, the
Minister for Migration and Citizen-
ship, has today issued a detailed
written statement to the House of
Commons regarding the latest de-
velopments in the rollout of
eVisas and the transition away
from Biometric Residence Permits
(BRPs).

The Government will no longer
proceed with the full implementa-
tion of eVisas from 1 January
2025, as originally planned, due to
concerns that a cliff-edge deadline
could create another Windrush-
style scandal.

Malhotra stated: "We remain con-
cerned that some of the risks of
the roll out, particularly to those
making the transition from BRPs
and legacy documents, were not
clearly identified and managed
under the previous administration
and have been consulting stake-
holders on other issues raised by
them, along with the wider con-
cern that this change could lead to
another Windrush."

The validity of expiring BRPs and
Biometric Residence Cards (BRCs)
will now be extended until at least
31 March 2025, with this date
subject to ongoing review. It
means that BRPs and BRCs that
expire on or after 31 December
2024 will be accepted as valid ev-
idence of permission to travel.
While the Minister highlighted
that over 3.1 million people have
successfully  transitioned to
eVisas, she noted that there have
been problems for a small num-
ber of people.

Despite today's announcement,
the Government continues to en-
courage all visa holders to transi-
tion to an eVisa before the end of
this year.

Statement

The Home Office is developing a
border and immigration system
that is more digital and stream-
lined. eVisas - which over 6 million
people have been successfully
using for several years - are a key
part of this transformation and
will enhance people's experience
and increase the immigration sys-
tem's security and efficiency. We
understand that the move away
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from physical documents repre-
sents a change and that this will
be a significant adjustment for
many. For this reason, eVisas
have, and continue to be, rolled
out incrementally and with sup-
port available to help customers
use the eVisa and online services.
The majority of BRP cards are due
to expire on 31st December 2024
and customers are being sup-
ported to move to eVisas. We wel-
come feedback on how we can
improve our services and con-
tinue to support customers
through the roll out.

Benefits of eVisas

It is important to recognise that
there are significant benefits from
eVisas. Creating a UK Visas and
Immigration (UKVI) account is
free, straightforward and does not
change or remove a customer's
underlying immigration status. For
example, if someone has leave to
remain until September 2025 but
their Biometric Residence Card
(BRP) expires on 31 December
2024, their leave until September
2025 is unaffected. eVisas are se-
cure and cannot be lost, stolen or
tampered with, unlike a physical
document. They can be accessed
anywhere and in real time.

Using their UKVI account, cus-
tomers can share relevant infor-
mation about their status securely
with third parties, such as employ-
ers, landlords, travel operators or
private service providers. Cus-
tomers will also benefit from au-
tomated access that government

departments and partners, includ-
ing the Department for Work &
Pensions, the NHS, Border Force
and carriers will securely have to
their immigration status, stream-
lining processes and access to key
services.

An eVisa is like an electronic ver-
sion of a BRP and is used to view
and prove status for example to
work or to rent a home. The eVisa
is created by the Home Office for
each customer to reflect their ac-
curate immigration status, in line
with their physical document. The
eVisa is then accessed by the cus-
tomer setting up a UKVI account
with their own log-in — a process
which has been shown to be very
straightforward in the vast major-
ity of cases.

New statistics we are publishing
today have shown that over 3.1
million people, mostly with BRPs,
have successfully made the tran-
sition to eVisas from March to No-
vember this year. There are still a
proportion of customers who
have not yet signed up, and we
would strongly encourage them to
do so. We also encourage all par-
ents or carers to create accounts
for their children.

This account creation process has
been more difficult for a small
proportion of customers, for ex-
ample where they have lost their
BRP and have no other form of
identity document. We have al-
ready made changes to improve
the process for these customers,
including creating UKVI accounts
automatically for newly recog-

nised refugees since 1st Novem-
ber. But we remain concerned
that some of the risks of the roll
out, particularly to those making
the transition from BRPs and
legacy documents, were not
clearly identified and managed
under the previous administration
and have been consulting stake-
holders on other issues raised by
them, along with the wider con-
cern that this change could lead to
another Windrush.

For these reasons, we have been
working intensively since the sum-
mer to understand the challenges
being experienced, to listen and
respond to the issues raised, and
to adjust the roll out plans accord-
ingly.

That is why today | am updating
the House on changes we have
made to the roll out to address
some of the areas of concern, and
on how we will continue to en-
gage with stakeholders and com-
munities through the transition.

Legacy document holders

We have streamlined the process
for legacy document holders mak-
ing the transition to eVisas. The
updated No Time Limit (NTL) ap-
plication process was further
streamlined in October, building
on enhancements delivered to the
old version of the form in Septem-
ber, and addressing concerns
about the evidential burden
placed on applicants. This new
form that went live at the end of
October also creates a UKVI ac-
count as part of the process, re-
moving the need for NTL
customers to take the additional
step to create their account and
access their eVisa. Any customers
who continue to have to use the
old process because they have no
valid ID document will have an ac-
count created manually for them
by caseworkers. This is a big step
forward in smoothing the journey
for legacy document holders.
Those holders of legacy docu-
ments (such as passports contain-
ing ink stamps or a vignette
sticker) will still be able to prove
their rights as they do today,
where their legacy documents
currently permit them to do so, in-

cluding for proving the right to
rent or for travel to the UK. It
should be noted that stamps in
expired passports have not been
acceptable to prove right to work
since 2014. The position for legacy
document holders does not
change at the end of the year, but
we encourage them to transition
to eVisas by making a No Time
Limit (NTL) application, to access
the significant benefits that eVisas
bring to customers. More infor-
mation on this process is available
at: https://www.gov.uk/guid-
ance/online-immigration-status-
evisa.

Working with carriers

The Home Office has developed
technology to enable carriers to
check immigration status auto-
matically via systems checks. Over
the course of the last 3 years, the
Home Office has engaged exten-
sively with carriers about the roll
out of ETA and eVisas to travel, to
ensure they are fully prepared for
the coming changes. This engage-
ment has included direct commu-
nications with carriers on an
individual basis, regular carrier fo-
rums and direct training sessions
for carrier staff. As we get closer
to the end of the year, we have
enhanced our engagement with
airlines to ensure their under-
standing of eVisas and automated
checking of status. We are training
staff across the world on the op-
tions available to them to check
immigration permissions, includ-
ing use of direct digital checks, the
online View and Prove service and
the 24/7 carrier support hub
which they can contact to confirm
a passenger's immigration status
where necessary.

We are committed to delivering
an approach which enables peo-
ple to demonstrate their status
and access the services in the sim-
plest and most secure way possi-
ble. We will continue engaging
extensively with our stakeholders
to ensure that there is a strong
understanding of all changes to
our border and legal migration
system, and a clear messaging
campaign to spread public aware-
ness about our move to eVisas.




22 BANGLA POST OB - 12 December 2024

JIeS MIbb

Bangladesh Ranked Among the World’s
Top Ten Fastest-Growing Economies

We know the sky isn’t always blue, but it’s not
always cloudy either. Bangladesh’s economy
is showing its sunny side. The rising star of
South Asia, Bangladesh grabbed the ninth
spot among the world's fastest-growing
economies with a projected growth rate of
approximately 6.0%, according to Statistics
Times (an expert Data Analysis platform) But
don’t be deceived by this seemingly modest
figure—Bangladesh has quietly emerged as
an economic powerhouse, stitching its
success story one thread at a time. Quite
literally.

Home to over 170 million people, Bangladesh
is one of the most densely populated nations
on the planet. While such population density
might seem like a logistical challenge, it has
been the foundation of its flourishing
manufacturing sector. Today, Bangladesh is a
global leader in textiles and garments, second
only to China in apparel exports. Chances are,
those affordable shirts or jeans you're
wearing proudly display a "Made in
Bangladesh" label. The manufacturing sector
contributes over 13.3% to the country’s GDP,
with the garment industry alone employing a
staggering 4 million workers. This industry
accounts for 80% of Bangladesh’s exports,
underscoring the critical role international
trade plays in driving its economic progress.
Of course, the path to prosperity hasn’t been
without its challenges. Inflation has been a
persistent concern, exceeding 7% earlier this
year. Yet, despite rising costs, the economic
outlook remains overwhelmingly positive.

Growth forecasts highlight expanding
industries such as agriculture,
pharmaceuticals, and information and

communication technology (ICT).

A significant factor behind Bangladesh's
success is its demographic dividend—a
youthful and vibrant workforce that forms the
backbone of its economy. Coupled with
strategic government incentives and a steady
influx of foreign investments, the country has
fostered an environment ripe for robust
business expansion.

Historical Growth and Current Projections
Bangladesh has a strong track record of
economic growth and development, even in
times of elevated global uncertainty. Since its
independence in 1971, the country has
witnessed robust economic growth and
significant poverty reduction. From being one
of the poorest nations at birth, Bangladesh
reached lower-middle-income status in 2015
and is on track to graduate from the UN's
Least Developed Countries (LDC) list in 2026.
The country aims to become an upper-
middle-income country by 2031 and a
developed, prosperous nation by 2041[5].

However, current projections indicate a slight
moderation in growth due to various
challenges. According to the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), Bangladesh's GDP
expansion moderated to 5.8% in fiscal year
2023 (FY2023) from 7.1% in the previous year.
The slowdown hit both industry and services,
with growth in industry slowing to 8.4% from
9.9% in FY2022, reflecting reduced export
demand and domestic shortages of electricity
and fuel[1].

Demographic Dividend and Workforce

One of the key drivers behind Bangladesh's
economic ascent is its demographic dividend.
The country boasts a youthful and vibrant
workforce, with over 60% of its population
under the age of 30. This demographic

advantage provides a significant labor force
that is both skilled and eager to contribute to
the country's growth. However, the job
market for this youthful population is facing
challenges. Despite the overall
unemployment rate declining between 2016
and 2022, young people, especially urban
educated youth and women, face significantly
higher unemployment rates and limited job
opportunities[4].

Manufacturing and Export Sector
Bangladesh's economic success is intricately
linked to its thriving manufacturing sector,
particularly in the textiles and garment
industry. The country is now the second-
largest exporter of apparel globally, after
China. The garment industry alone employs
approximately 4 million workers, contributing
significantly to the country's GDP and export
revenues. This sector accounts for over 80%
of Bangladesh's exports, highlighting the
critical role international trade plays in driving
its economic progress[2].

Diversification and Other Sectors

While the garment industry is a cornerstone
of Bangladesh's economy, the country is also
making significant strides in other sectors.
Agriculture, which employs nearly three-fifths
of the workforce, continues to be a vital
component of the economy. Efforts to
enhance agricultural productivity, such as
government support for farmers' use of
subsidized harvesters and modern seeds, are
expected to maintain the sector's trend
growth of 3.2%][1].

The pharmaceuticals and information and

communication technology (ICT) sectors are
also showing promising growth. The
pharmaceutical industry has a 12% average
annual growth rate and meets 98% of the
domestic demand for pharmaceuticals,
making Bangladesh almost self-sufficient in
medicine production[2].

Economic Resilience and Policy Reforms
Despite facing numerous challenges, including
high inflation, balance of payments deficits,
and financial sector  vulnerabilities,
Bangladesh's economic outlook remains
positive. Inflation, driven by high food and
energy prices, averaged 9.0% in FY2023 and
reached 9.7% in June 2023. However, the
government has taken proactive measures to
contain it. The implementation of a crawling

peg exchange rate system by the Bangladesh
Bank is a step towards a market-driven
exchange rate system, which has helped
narrow the gap between formal and informal
exchange rates[1][4].

The World Bank emphasizes the need for
urgent and bold reforms to enhance
economic and financial governance, improve
the business environment, and address job
creation challenges. These reforms include
diversifying exports beyond the ready-made
garment (RMG) sector, resolving financial
sector vulnerabilities, making urbanization
more sustainable, and strengthening public
institutions, including fiscal reforms to
generate more domestic revenue for
development[3].

Foreign Investment and Remittances
Foreign investment has been a significant
booster for Bangladesh's economy. The
country has seen an increase in foreign direct
investment (FDI) in various sectors, including
manufacturing, energy, and infrastructure.
However, the current level of FDI is still very
low, adding to the country's economic
challenges[5].

Remittances from abroad have played a
crucial role in supporting the economy.
Remittances contribute substantially to
Bangladesh's foreign exchange reserves and
help in stabilizing the economy during times
of external shocks. Despite a decline in
remittances due to recent disruptions, they
are expected to rebound as global economic
conditions improve[4].

Infrastructure Development

Infrastructure development is another area
where Bangladesh is making significant
strides. The government is investing heavily in
mega infrastructure projects, including those
in energy and railways. These projects not
only create jobs and stimulate economic
activity but also improve the overall business
environment by enhancing connectivity and
reducing logistical costs. For example, the
Padma Bridge, a major infrastructure project,
has significantly improved transportation links
between the western and eastern parts of the
country, boosting trade and economic
activity[1].

Challenges and the Way Forward

While Bangladesh's economic achievements
are commendable, the country is notimmune

“Bangladesh aims
to become an
upper - middle-
income country
by 2031 and a
developed,
prosperous
nation by 2041’

to challenges. Issues such as overpopulation,
poor infrastructure, corruption, political
instability, and the impact of climate change
continue to pose significant hurdles. The
current account deficit, budget deficit, and
reliance on indirect taxes are also areas of
concern that need to be addressed. The twin
deficit problem, where a budget deficit leads
to a current account deficit, can make
Bangladesh a debtor to the rest of the world
and weaken the value of its currency, further
aggravating external imbalances|[5].
However these can be fixed while continuing
its journey becoming one of the world's top-
growing economies. It’s a story of resilience,
strategic planning, and hard work. From its
dominant position in the global garment
industry to its diversification efforts in other
sectors, it is well on its way to achieving its
aspirations. The country's commitment to
structural reforms, infrastructure
development, and attracting foreign
investment positions it strongly for future
growth. This small nation is proving that it can
punch above its weight on the world stage.
Whether it’s excelling in textiles or tackling
inflationary pressures, Bangladesh is sewing
together a future as bright and colourful as its
signature garments.

Sources

Asian Development Bank (ADB) [1].
Wikipedia - Economy of Bangladesh [2].
World Bank [3][4].

The Financial Express [5].
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Manish Tiwari Honoured as British
Indian of the Year 2024 for his
Contribution in Promoting the
Indian Diaspora in the UK. The
visionary founder, and Managing
Director of ‘Here and Now 365/,
Manish Tiwari was celebrated as
the British Indian of the Year 2024
at the prestigious Viksit Bharat
Investment Summit on Friday.
Hosted by the Indo-European
Business Forum (IEBF), the summit
brought together distinguished
leaders, diplomats, and
entrepreneurs to discuss trade,
innovation, and sustainability
between India and Europe.

Mr  Tiwari, a pioneer in
multicultural advertising, was
recognised not only for his
contributions to bridging cultural
divides and championing the
Indian diaspora in the UK but also
for his research on the influence
and impact of migration in the UK.
His latest theory Shaping
Economic Resilience, Cultural
Dynamism, and Global Influence:
Migration in the UK is a new

chapter in the study of the
economic and socio-cultural
contribution of the migrants,
especially the Indian diaspora, to
the UK.

While accepting the award,
Manish  excerpted:  "Indian
migrants have emerged as critical
drivers of the UK’s post-Brexit
recovery, bolstering sectors like
healthcare, technology, and
entrepreneurship while enriching
the nation’s cultural and social
fabric. Their contributions
underscore the essential role of
migration in sustaining the UK’s
competitive  advantage and
positioning it as a dynamic,
globally connected nation.”
Quoting Lord Cohen of
Birkenhead, House of Lords: “The
Health Service would have
collapsed if it had not been for the
enormous influx from junior
doctors from such countries as
India”, Mr Tiwari highlighted the
enormous contribution made by
Indian migrants at critical times
and presented his thoughts on the

white paper that he is working on
— The Fourth Wave of Indian
Migration which highlights the
post Brexit and post COVID hiring
of Indian professionals to retain
Britain as an economic and
cultural superpower in times to
come.

Under Tiwari’s leadership, ‘Here
and Now 365’ has become one of
the UK’s largest multicultural
advertising consultancy, crafting
campaigns that resonate with
diverse ethnic communities. His
work reflects the immense
potential of cross-cultural
collaboration, fostering inclusivity
and understanding.

Speaking at the event, I|EBF
founder Vijay Goel highlighted the
significance of Indian migrants in
strengthening global ties. “In the
world of trade, no partnership is
soaring faster than the European-
Indian  collaboration,”  Goel
remarked, emphasizing the pivotal
role of individuals like Tiwari in this
dynamic relationship.
Considering the broader impact of

anish TiwaiHonored as British Indin the Year

Indian migrants, Manish noted:
“Indian migrants are transforming
the UK’s cultural and business
landscape and adding immensely
to the UK'’s soft power appeal.”
He also spoke fondly of his journey
and how it was intertwined with
the achievements of Indian
migrants in the UK: “Through
collaboration and understanding,
we can create a world where
diversity is not just celebrated but
leveraged to drive innovation,
inclusivity, and shared prosperity.
This is the power of cross-cultural
unity.”

The summit also recognised
other trailblazers, including
Krishna  N. Narnolia and

Shailendra Kumar, who were
awarded ‘Top Fund Manager of
the Decade’, Shreeram lyer for
Global Firm of the Year in Visual
Al and Ashesh Jani, who was
honoured as ‘Fintech of the Year’.
Prominent attendees included
Kanishka Narayan MP for the Vale
of Glamorgan, Baroness Sandip
Verma, Lord Bird of the Big Issue,

former Conservative MP Paul
Scully, former Labour MP
Virender Sharma, Baron Taylor of
Warwick, and Karnataka Labour
Minister Santosh Lad.

Their discussions underscored
the importance of nurturing
Indo-European trade and
innovation, with Tiwari’s
achievements posing as a shining
example.

Also present were Lord Bird of
the ‘Big Issue’, Ms. Ritu Prakash
Chhabria, Founder Mukul
Madhav Foundation which was
established in 1999 to support
underprivileged communities
across India and Baroness Uddin.
Manish Tiwari’s accolade
celebrates not only  his
accomplishments but also the
broader contributions of the
Indian diaspora. By fostering
innovation and inclusivity, Tiwari
and his peers are reshaping
global business landscapes,
strengthening ties between India
and the UK, and paving the way
for a more interconnected world.

Human rights activists demand
release of Shahriar Kabir

London EBF Report: A press
conference held on 3 December at a
venue in East London saw human
rights experts and activists calling for
the immediate release of journalist
and human rights defender Shahriar
Kabir. The event, organised by the

European  Bangladesh  Forum,
brought  together  prominent
speakers who raised serious
concerns about his ongoing

detention and the state of human
rights in Bangladesh.

Abbas Faiz, a former senior
researcher at Amnesty International
and current lecturer at the University
of Essex, delivered the keynote

address. Speaking passionately
about Kabir's case, Faiz highlighted
the journalist's long history of facing
legal persecution for expressing
critical views. He noted that
Amnesty International had
previously declared Kabir a "prisoner
of conscience" in 2001 after his
initial detention for writing articles
and documenting human rights
violations.

Faiz emphasised that Kabir's current
arrest appears to be based on
fabricated charges, likely stemming
from his critical writings about
political parties, including Jamaat-e-
Islami. The speaker stressed the

fundamental importance of freedom
of expression, pointing out that
international human rights law and
the Bangladesh Constitution protect
individuals' right to express their
views without fear of persecution.

The press conference also drew
attention to disturbing reports of
mob violence during Kabir's court
appearance, which Faiz condemned
as illegal and requiring immediate
investigation. He presented a four-
point recommendation to the
Interim Government of Bangladesh:
provide urgent medical attention to
Kabir, bring those responsible for the
mob attack to justice, drop the

PRE

fabricated charges and ensure a fair
legal process by consolidating
multiple charges.

Other speakers at the event,
including Pushpita Gupta from the
Secular Bangladesh Movement,
freedom fighter M A Hadi from the
Ahmadiyya community, diplomatic
correspondent Duncan Bartlett,
Barrister Tania Amir and former
Mayor of Redbridge Roy Emmett,

{411 =0)
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shared their concerns about the
current human rights situation in
Bangladesh and expressed solidarity
with Kabir's cause.

The conference serves as a
significant  call  for  justice,
highlighting the ongoing challenges
faced by Bangladesh journalists and
human rights defenders who dare to
speak out against perceived
injustices.
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