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UK Bank Details:

Shahbag Jamea Madania Quasimul Ulum Trust
HSBC Bank
Sort Code: 40-21-05 Account No: 51625608
B.l.C Swift Code- HBUKGB4112U
IBAN-GB98HBUK40210551625608

SHAHBAG JAMIA MADANIA
QASIMUL ULUM
MADRASHA &ORPHANAGE

UK: 71-75 Blakeland Street, Birmingham, B9 5XQ
Bangladesh : P.O: Shahbag, Zakiganj, Sylhet.
Phone: 0088 01716602167 / 0088 0171 5336357

Please Help supporting the poor & needy with your:

Lillah Sadaqah Zakat Fitra
Fidya Kaffara Qurbani

CAN DONATE VIA :

Paypal: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com
Online: www.shahbagjamia.com
Telephone: 0798 335 7324

NGO Aifairs Bureau Bangladesh

UK Charity No. 112616

Registration No- 3052

PROJECTS

Haliz Sponsor £250 x 3 = £750.00
ShOPS (permanent income for Orphanage)
| Per Shop £2500.00
(lass/Living Room for Orphanage
Per Room £3000.00

(" Support Needed FISHERY Projectto )

Generate Permanent Income for
Madrasha & Orphanage

33 Decimal Land £1000, One Cow £400
Minnow (Fishery), Tree plant £100

Ashab-e-Badr Fund \
_one ofi payment £700.00 x 313 Donor |

For further information please contact:

Maulana Abdul Hafiz, Principal

Mobile: 0798 335 7324

e: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com www.shahbagjamia.com
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SHAH JALAL MADRASA AND EATIM KHANA TRUST

Sulemanpur, Sunamgan;

www.shahjalalmadrasa.com
(UK Charity Reg: 1126912)
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Assalamu Alaikum charitable organisation which provides
and supports poor/ orphan student's
education, free living accommodation,
food and clothes through your kind

donations.

Respectable Brothers and Sisters —
Shah Jalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana
Trust, is an established UK based

The ways in which you can fulfil the needs of Shah Jalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana:

Alhamdulillah, we have started
construction of a new 6 story building
for the students of Shah Jalal Madrasa
and Eatim Khana, Sulemanpur,
Sunamganj - we are appealing to all our

well-wishers and donors to give
Sadagah Jariyah to complete this
building.

May Allah (SWT) reward you in this
life and hereafter. Ameen.

The ways in which you can fulfil the needs of
Shahjalal Madrasa and Eatim Khana:

# £2500 - Towards a room in the B £150 - Bukhari Sharif, Muslim Sharif,
Madrasa in your name or in the Tafsir set (full title jamat set)
name of your parents » £100 - 20 Bags of cement

» £1000 - Life member $ £90 - 1000 Bricks

B £500 - Sponsor 1 poor/orphan student  § £25 - 5 Zil Quran

# £250 - One Kear Land # £20 - 1 Bag rice

Bank Details : HSBC
Shah Jalal Madrasha and Eatim Khana Trust
Account No: 81419366, Sort Code: 40-11-43

You can also become a life sponsor of poor/orphan student by donating £5, £10, £20 or any amount by setting up monthly direct debit

£ MRGIEA AT @ <R AR &TE (oS
A (TSI AR S AC:

) 3e00 1SS @ 7

B o0 #iiTE firw et Tt B
i e o
) 30 “I1TS R < R W G TG
© I 3o 10 iy o D e 8 i g 20 T R % i e

Email: smszaman@hotmail.co.uk

I www.justgiving.com/campaign/SMETRUST
Website: www.shahjalalmadrasa.com

Contact: Founder Chairman, Syed Moulana Shamsuzzaman, Mobile: 07944 267 205
You can make donations by PayPal by logging into our website
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Syria rebels burn tomb of
Bashar al-Assad's father

Post Desk : Syrian rebel fighters
have destroyed the tomb of late
president Hafez al-Assad, father of
ousted president Bashar, in the
family's hometown.

Videos verified by the BBC
showed armed men chanting as
they walked around the burning
mausoleum in Qardaha, in the
north-west of the coastal Latakia
region.

The rebels led by Islamist group
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) swept
across Syria in a lightning
offensive that toppled the Assad
dynasty's 54-year rule. Bashar al-
Assad has fled to Russia where he
and his family have been given
asylum.

Statues and posters of the late
president Hafez and his son
Bashar have been pulled down
across the country to cheers from
Syrians celebrating the end of
their rule.

In other key developments:
Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei has blamed the fall
of the Assad regime on the US and
Israel, as well as an unnamed
"neighbouring state" of Syria
Israel has continued to target the
Syrian military's arsenal,
according to the UK-based Syrian
Observatory of Human Rights
(SOHR), which reports more than
350 Israeli air strikes on Syrian
provinces since Sunday

The Israeli government has said
those who now control large parts

of Syria should not have the
means to threaten Israel, while
Arab states have criticised the air
strikes

Syrian rebel forces say they have
taken control of the oil-rich
eastern city of Deir al-Zour from
Kurdish forces

In 2011, Bashar al-Assad brutally
crushed a  peaceful pro-
democracy uprising, sparking a
devastating civil war in which
more than half a million people
have been killed and 12 million

others forced to flee their homes.
Hafez al-Assad ruled Syria
ruthlessly from 1971 until his
death in 2000, when power was
handed to his son.

He was born and raised in a family
of Alawites, an offshoot of Shia
Islam and a religious minority in
Syria, whose main centre of
population is in Latakia province
near the Mediterranean coast
close to the border with Turkey.
Many Alawites - who make up
about 10% of the country's

population - were staunch
supporters of the Assads during
their long stay in power.

Some of them now fear that they
may be targeted by the victorious
rebels.

On Monday, a rebel delegation
with members of HTS and another
Sunni Muslim group, the Free
Syrian Army, met Qardaha elders
and received their support,
according to Reuters news agency.
The rebel delegation signed a
document, which Reuters

reported emphasised Syria's
religious and cultural diversity.
HTS and allied rebel factions
seized control of the Syrian capital
Damascus on Sunday after years
of civil war.

HTS leader Abu Mohammed al-
Jolani, who has now started using
his real name, Ahmed al-Sharaa, is
a former jihadist who cut ties with
al-Qaeda in 2016. He has recently
pledged tolerance for different
religious groups and
communities.

The UN envoy for Syria has said
the rebels must transform their
"good messages" into practice on
the ground.

The US secretary of state
meanwhile said Washington
would recognise and fully support
a future Syrian government so
long as it emerged from a
credible, inclusive process that
respected minorities.

HTS has appointed a transitional
government led by Mohammed
al-Bashir, the former head of the
rebel administration in the north-
west, until March 2025.

Bashir chaired a meeting in
Damascus on Tuesday attended
by members of his new
government and those of Assad's
former cabinet to discuss the
transfer of portfolios and
institutions.

He has said it is time for people to
"enjoy stability and calm" after
the end of the Assad regime.

Home Secretary Yvette Cooper
announced that the Home Office
has paused asylum decisions on
cases from Syria in the wake of the
fall of the Syrian government run
by Bashar al-Assad.

The Home Secretary said: "We
know that the situation in Syria is
moving extremely fast after the
fall of the Assad regime. We have
seen some people returning to
Syria, but we also have a very fast-
moving situation that we need to
closely monitor. And that is why,
like Germany, like France, and like
other countries, we have paused
asylum decisions on cases from
Syria while the Home Office

reviews and monitors the current
situation."

All Home Office country policy and
information notes on Syria were
withdrawn vyesterday. A brief
message on the UK Visas and
Immigration country information
page for Syria states: "Due to
current events in Syria, we are
reviewing the situation and will
issue an update in due course."
The Times' home affairs editor,
Matt Dathan, noted yesterday that
6,502 Syrians are currently waiting
the outcome of their asylum claim
in the UK. The figure was
confirmed this morning by Dame
Angela Eagle, the Minister for

Border Security and Asylum, when
speaking to LBC.

In an important comment
published today regarding the
suspension of Syrian asylum
claims, the United Nations High
Commissioner  for  Refugees
(UNHCR) reaffirmed that it is
critical that all individuals fleeing
violence and persecution,
including Syrians, have the right to
seek safety and asylum. As such,
Syrian asylum seekers must have
access to asylum procedures, with
their  applications  assessed
individually and fairly.

The UNHCR said, however, that in
light of the uncertain and highly

fluid situation in Syria, the
suspension of processing of
asylum applications from Syrians is
acceptable as long as people can
apply for asylum and are able to
lodge asylum applications.

The UNHCR further stated: "Syrian
asylum-seekers who are waiting
for a resumption of decision-
making on their claims should
continue to be granted the same
rights as all other asylum-seekers,
including in terms of reception
conditions. No asylum-seeker
should be forcibly returned, as this
would  violate  the non-
refoulement obligation on States."
In a statement issued yesterday,

Filippo Grandi, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees,
emphasised that the situation in
Syria remains uncertain, and
patience and vigilance will be
necessary to see if developments
on the ground will evolve in a
positive manner that would
enable safe returns.

Grandi added: "Let us not forget —
also — that the needs within Syria
remain immense. With shattered
infrastructure and over 90 per
cent of the population relying on
humanitarian aid, urgent
assistance is required as winter
approaches — including shelter,
food, water, and warmth."
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Saudi Arabia's Threat Against Israeli
Aggressmn Syrla Is Vital For Peace

Following years of torment, Syria has finally
rid itself of the horrendous Assad regime in
just a dozen days. What indeed enabled this
extraordinary turn of events is still too early
to determine. However, what is clear is the
fragile stability that now exists in Syria, which
is at risk of being jeopardized by potential
Israeli aggression.

In response to this threat, Saudi Arabia, a key
regional power, has taken a necessary and
vital step in condemning Israel's actions and
calling for a united Arab front to confront this
challenge. This move by MBS, the crown
prince of Saudi Arabia, could have far-
reaching implications for the future stability
of the Middle East. And if continued the right
way MBS will gain tremendous admiration of
Muslims and peace loving people across the
world.

The seizure of the buffer zone in the Golan
Heights by Israeli forces, shortly after the fall
of the Assad government, has ignited a
firestorm of criticism from Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
and Qatar. These Arab nations have taken
their grievances to the United Nations,
demanding that the international community
intervene to stop what they perceive as

Israel's unlawful territorial expansion.
Leading the diplomatic charge is Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS), who
has been outspoken in his condemnation of
Israel's "aggression." In a strongly worded
address, MBS called for a "united front"
among Arab nations to confront this
perceived threat, highlighting the complex
web of alliances and rivalries that characterize
the region.

The move by Israel is seen by many as a
strategic attempt to consolidate its hold on
the Golan Heights, a territory it captured from
Syria during the 1967 Six-Day War. This action
has further exacerbated the already tense
relations between Israel and its Arab

nelghbors who have long championed the
cause of Palestinian self-determination and
the return of the occupied territories.

The stakes are high, and the outcome of this
standoff could have far-reaching implications
for the future stability of the Middle East. In
the face of this threat, Saudi Arabia's
leadership in calling for a united Arab
response is a necessary and vital step.

The Saudis' willingness to take on this role is
not entirely surprising, given their long
standing rivalry with Israel and their desire to
position themselves as the dominant power
in the region. However, their actions in this
instance may be driven by more than just
political posturing.

The stability of Syria is crucial for the wider
regional security, and the presence of Israeli
forces in the Golan Heights could potentially
destabilize the country and reignite the
conflict. The Saudis, along with their Arab
allies, recognize the importance of
maintaining a secure and stable Syria, and
they are willing to confront Israel in order to
achieve this goal.

Moreover, the Saudis' call for a united front
against Israel's aggression could have broader
implications for the region. By bringing
together a coalition of Arab nations, the
Saudis are seeking to project an image of
regional unity and strength, which could help
them to counter the influence of other
regional powers, such as Iran.

In the meantime, the world watches closely
as the diplomatic tensions continue to
escalate. The potential for the situation to
spiral into a larger regional conflict remains a
real concern, and the international
community will be closely monitoring the
developments in the coming weeks and
months.

Ultimately, the Saudis' threat against Israeli
aggression in Syria is a necessary and vital
step in ensuring the long-term stability of the
region. By taking a firm stance and calling for
a united Arab response, the Saudis are
demonstrating  their commitment to
preserving the fragile peace that has emerged
in Syria and protecting the interests of their
Arab allies. The success or failure of this
diplomatic initiative could have far-reaching
consequences for the future of the Middle
East.

Celebrating 'Mizan - A Beacon of

Light": A Tribute to Mizanur Rahman

Mizan's Philanthropic Legacy

This afternoon, Hyde Town Hall hosted a
special ceremony to launch 'Mizan — A
Beacon of Light', a biography in English and
Bengali, chronicling the inspiring life and
work of Mizanur Rahman Mizan. Authored
by acclaimed British Bangladeshi writer
and journalist Nazrul Islam Bashon, the
book highlights Mizan's extensive
contributions to charity, journalism, and
sports within the UK and Bangladesh.

The event was hosted by The Rt Hon
Jonathan Reynolds MP, Secretary of State
for Business and Trade and President of the
Board of Trade. Mr. Reynolds, who has
represented Stalybridge and Hyde since
2010, spoke fondly of Mizan, saying:
"Mizan has not only become a good friend
over the past two decades but is also an
esteemed businessman and a shining
example of commitment to helping others.
From his extensive charitable work to his
involvement in establishing the Just Help
Eye Hospital in Sylhet, Bangladesh which |
had the privilege of visiting, his dedication

is remarkable. The launch of this book will
inspire many, and | am proud to have been
part of Mizan's journey."

Moderated by Abdul Malik-Ahad, the event

featured esteemed guests, including
Faruque Ahmed MBE from Hyde, Muzahid
Khan DL, Anita Zarska, Halim Choudhury,
Foysol Sayed, Forhad Jani, Abdul Wadud,

and Alamgir, among others. Mr. Malik-
Ahad expressed gratitude to Mr. Reynolds
for hosting the ceremony, saying:

"This event celebrates not only the launch
of this book but also the collection of
stories and photographs that beautifully
capture Mizan's remarkable contributions.
It is an opportunity to honour and share his
inspiring journey with others."

Muzahid Khan DL added: "This book shines
a light on Mizan's impactful work and will
undoubtedly inspire others to follow his
path of dedication and service."

Mizanur Rahman Mizan, deeply moved by
the event, said:
"I am beyond grateful for the incredible

support and love shown during the
unveiling of my first book, written by
Nazrul Islam Bashon. Your presence added
immense value to the occasion, and | am
truly honoured by your support. This day
will remain unforgettable, and | hope the
book serves as a source of motivation for
many."

'Mizan - A Beacon of Light' is now
available to read at www.mrmizan.co.uk.
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Constitutional Reform: Agenda Article 70(b)

By Dr. Md. Mahbub Hasan,

Barrister-at-Law

In Bangladesh, the Interim gov-
ernment has established a Con-
stitutional Reform Commission. It
is now a top public demand that
Article 70(b) or anti-defection
law of the Constitution of
Bangladesh, be amended. This
law is the main obstacle to the
flourishing of Parliamentary
democracy and could lead to the
creation of an electoral dictator-
ship or fascism. Moreover, it goes
against the spirit of Constitution-
alism and the Rule of Law. MPs,
whether from the government or
opposition, are not able to enjoy
independence and can not ex-
press their free will due to Article
70(b). MPs are forced to follow
their party leaders' wishes, even
if they personally believe it is
wrong, unjustified, or against the
interests of their constituency. If
MPs disobey, they risk losing
their seat. The reasoning behind
incorporating the anti-defection
law into the Constitution was to
strengthen and stabilize the Par-
liamentary government system.
But, Article 70(b) is stricter than
necessary.

MP’s Responsibility and Art.
70(b) :

MPs are elected by voters to rep-
resent their constituency in Par-
liament, expressing common
interests on their behalf. Evi-
dence shows that MPs in parlia-
ment do not effectively
participate in the law-making
process. The quality of legislation
may not be very rich, as many
new laws return to parliament
for further amendment due to
unworkability. The main reason is
that most MPs from the govern-
ment party are reluctant to
amend further, fearing loss of
parliamentary membership.
Thus, Parliament is not effec-
tively working to ensure the pub-
lic's actual desires.The promotion
of a Parliamentary system at a
high standard, rather than a rub-
ber stamp or talking club, can be
seen as essential. According to
our Constitution, Parliament en-
sures the accountability and
transparency of the government.
It is not possible to have a mean-
ingful democracy without giving
members of parliament the free-
dom of expression and independ-
ence.

Conflicting with Constitutional-
ism:

‘Constitutionalism’ is the doc-
trine that governs the legitimacy
of government action. It goes be-
yond the term ‘legality,’ as it re-
quires all acts to be conducted
according to predetermined legal
rules. English Constitutional Ex-
pert Prof. Hilary describes the
‘doctrine of Constitutionalism’ as
follows: “(a) the exercise of

power must be within the legal
limits permitted by parliament
and those who apply the power
must be accountable to the law;
(b) the power must be exercised
by the legal authority and ensure
the notion of respect for the in-
dividual and the individual citi-
zen’s rights; (c) the power
conferred on institutions within a
state- whether legislative, execu-
tive, or judicial- must be suffi-
ciently dispersed between the
various institutions to avoid the
abuse of power; and (d) the gov-
ernment, in formulating policy,
and the legislature, in legitimat-
ing that policy, are accountable
to the electorate on whose trust
the power is held."

Hilary also argued that if at least
these elements are present in
any state, constitutionalism could
be ensured. Based on this doc-
trine, Art. 70(b) does not have
any limitations or restrictions re-

garding its applicability, and it is
fully at the discretion of the Head
of the Executive (Prime Minister)
and Parliament without any con-
straints. To uphold Constitution-
alism, there needs to be a
predetermined rule to exercise
deflection power. In relation to
proportion (b), the anti-defection
rule conflicts with individuals'
rights to freedom of expression
and the notion of respect for in-
dividual status; this provision re-
stricts  individual  opinions,
enabling the implementation of

the Head of the executive's
views. Addressing proposition
(c), this power is exercised ac-
cording to the will of the Head of
the Executive and the power con-
ferred by Parliament. Lastly, in
line with proportion (d), Parlia-
ment often overlooks the desires
of the electorate, upon whom
they trust power, by making de-
cisions based on the will of the
Head of the Executive rather than
considering the constituency’s
electoral people. It can be argued
that under the operation of Art.
70(b), the actions and operations
of ‘Constitutionalism’ are de-
stroyed, compromising the
essence of the Constitution.
‘Constitutionalism,” which con-
trols the limitations of power,
separation of power, and the
doctrine of responsible and ac-
countable government, are cru-
cial elements to preserve.

Conflicting with the main state
policy - the Rule of law:

The Rule of Law is an important
element of every democratic so-
ciety. Every single step should be
taken according to the law. In
Art.70(b), the door has been en-
larged to allow the commission
of unlawful acts to be made fair.
According to the provision, MPs
are bound to support the desires
of their party leader, whether fair
or unfair. As a result of Art.70(b),
the parliamentary process and

legislation have lost their allure
as they conflict with the Rule of
Law. The Rule of Law is more ac-
ceptable than the rule of man or
party in a parliamentary system.
Broadly speaking, laws are
passed in a democratically
elected parliament after thor-
ough discussion and deliberation;
these processes help eliminate
undemocratic provisions from
laws.

Considering this point, it is un-
doubtedly asserted that due to
the operation of Art.70(b), a bill
may be passed undemocratically
without parliamentary debate or
discussion, as has been seen
many times. This is further facili-
tated by governmental efforts to
pass legalized ordinances, avoid-
ing debate. If the parliament
loses its democratic value, soci-
ety will fall into a monopoly dic-
tatorship. Consequently, the Rule

of Law and good governance will
be at risk.
Conclusion:

Under the operation of Article
70(b), MPs are unable to divert
their obligation of the constitu-
tional duty. This creates a big gap
in the legitimacy of parliamen-
tary democracy and could lead to
a democratic dictatorship. In
terms of practicality, the bar of
Article 70(b) should be imposed
on a limited sector or used only
within a limited scope - such as

the question of the government's
confidence, finance bill, and im-
plementation of their election
mandate bill. This approach in
constitutional law is legitimate
and logical, as it is applicable to
all matters. Without it, the parlia-
mentary system may become in-
effective, turning into a rubber
stamp and talking club as seen in
our last 50 years of parliamentary
history, which also undermines
the rule of law. It has also pro-
vided a scope to promote crony-
ism, corruption, and even
nepotism. Therefore, the Reform
Commission should consider
changing/amending it.

The writer is a Barrister (Lin-
coln’s Inn) and Advocate,
Supreme Court of Bangladesh
Head of the Chambers, Dr.
Mahbub & Associates;
lawmmh@yahoo.com
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