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AI Mustafa '[rust Free Eye Camp
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Azad Bakih High School & College

Fherpur Arozgan), Moulvibazar -
Donated by;

Sherpur Welfare Trust UK
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If you wish to donate for a camp in your chosen area
please contact us

Al Mustafa

Charity Number: 1118492

Call: +44 (0)20 8569 6444
Visit: www.almustafatrust.org

Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp
Sheikh House, Sheikhpara, Lama Bazar, Sylhet
28" October 2022
In foving memory of Mushtaque Ahmed Qureshi
Donated by: Mrs Khalida Qureshi and family

Welfare Trust
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UK Bank Details:

Shahbag Jamea Madania Quasimul Ulum Trust
HSBC Bank
Sort Code: 40-21-05 Account No: 51625608
B.1.C Swift Code- HBUKGB4112U
IBAN-GB98HBUK40210551625608

SHAHBAG JAMIA MADANIA
QASIMUL ULUM
MADRASHA &ORPHANAGE

UK: 71-75 Blakeland Street, Birmingham, B9 5XQ
Bangladesh : P.O: Shahbag, Zakiganj, Sylhet.
Phone: 0088 01716602167 / 0088 0171 5336357

Please Help supporting the poor & needy with your:

Lillah Sadaqah Zakat Fitra
Fidya Kaffara Qurbani

CAN DONATE VIA :

Paypal: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com
Online: www.shahbagjamia.com
Telephone: 0798 335 7324

NGO Aifairs Burean Bangladesh

UK Charity No. 1126168

Registration No- 3052

PROJECTS

Haliz Sponsor £250x 3 = £750 .00
ShODS (permanent income for Orphanage)
Per Shop £2500.00
Class/Living Room for Orphanage
Per Room £3000.00

Support Needed FISHERY Project to

Generate Permanent Income for
Madrasha & Orphanage

33 Decimal Land £1000, One Cow £400
Minnow (Fishery), Tree plant £100

Ashab-e-Badr Fund
one oii payment £700.00 x 313 Donor

For further information please contact:

Maulana Abdul Hafiz, Principal
Mobile: 0798 335 7324
e: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com www.shahbagjamia.com
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UK Charity No. 1126168

SHAHBAG JAMIAMADANIA
QASIMUL ULUM et ho- 3052
MADRASHA &ORPHANAGE

UK: 71-75 Blakeland Street, Birmingham, B9 5XQ
Bangladesh : P.O: Shahbag, Zakiganj, Sylhet.
Phone: 0088 01716602167 / 0088 0171 5336357

Please Help supporting the poor & needy with your:

Lillah Sadaqah Zakat Fitra
Fidya Kaffara Qurbani

CAN DONATE VIA :

Paypal: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com
Online: www.shahbagjamia.com
Telephone: 0798 335 7324

UK Bank Details:

PROJECTS

Shops (vermanent income for Orphanage)
Per Shop £2500.00
(lass/Living Room for Orphanage
Per Room £3000.00

Support Needed FISHERY Project to

Generate Permanent Income for
Madrasha & Orphanage

33 Decimal Land £1000, One Cow £400
Minnow (Fishery), Tree plant £100

Ashab-e-Badr Fund
one ofi payment £700.00 x 313 Donor

Shahbag Jamea Madania Quasimul Ulum Trust
HSBC Bank

Sort Code: 40-21-05
B.1.C Swift Code- HBUKGB4112U
IBAN-GB98HBUK40210551625608

Account No: 51625608

For further information please contact:
Maulana Abdul Hafiz, Principal
Mobile: 0798 335 7324
e: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com www.shahbagjamia.com
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MAC recommends
against £38K minimum
income for spouse visa

Post Desk: The Migration Advisory Commit-
tee's (MAC's) review of the financial re-
quirements for family visas, including the
Minimum Income Requirement (MIR), has
been published on 10th June 2025.
Importantly, the review recommends
against the increase in the MIR to over
£38,000 proposed under the previous Con-
servative government. The MIR is currently
set at £29,000 and the previous govern-
ment set out its intention to make two fur-
ther increases by early 2025, firstly to
£34,500 and then to £38,700, the same
amount as the Skilled Worker (SW) route
salary threshold. Home Secretary Yvette
Cooper commissioned the MAC in Septem-
ber 2024 to review the policy, noting that
the financial requirements are intended to
maintain the economic wellbeing of the UK
whilst respecting family life.
Recommending again the increase, the
MAC states in its review: "The future MIR
proposed under the previous government
was equivalent to the SW salary threshold,
which is currently £38,700. Given the Fam-
ily route that we are reviewing has a com-
pletely different objective and purpose to
the Work route, we do not understand the
rationale for the threshold being set using
this method. We do not recommend the
approach based on the SW salary threshold
as it is unrelated to the Family route and is
the most likely to conflict with international
law and obligations (e.g. Article 8)."
Overall in its review, the MAC acknowl-
edges that there is no simple technical an-
swer to setting financial requirements to
neatly balance the UK's economic wellbeing
with the right to family life. Any such deci-
sion involves complex social, ethical, and
fiscal trade-offs. The review explores these
trade-offs in detail.

The MAC considered four possible ap-
proaches to setting the MIR: by assessing
standards of living, alignment with the wel-
fare system, overall fiscal impact on public
services, and comparisons to average earn-
ings. While the Committee does not pre-
scribe a definitive threshold, it identifies a
reasonable range for the sponsor's income
between £19,000 and £28,000 per year.
Within that, most of the practical models —
such as one based on working full-time at
the National Living Wage — suggest a nar-
rower band of £23,000 to £25,000. "A

threshold at this level would allow most
British workers in full-time minimum-wage
jobs to qualify," the MAC says.

The Committee notes that setting the
threshold higher may reduce net migration
and lower any potential cost to taxpayers.
However, it also warns that doing so could
increase the number of families affected by
separation and hardship. In contrast, a
lower threshold would allow more families
to reunite but might carry higher fiscal
costs. Importantly, the MAC raises doubts
about whether assessing only the sponsor's
income provides a complete picture of a
family's financial situation, and questions
whether a higher income requirement
would be consistent with the right to family
life under Article 8 of the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights.

The review states: "If the government in-
stead wishes to focus on the economic well-
being of the country and seeks to reduce

the overall burden of the route on taxpay-
ers, we have highlighted how difficult it is
to have a targeted approach to such an ob-
jective by placing an income requirement
on the sponsor at a specific level in an at-
tempt to reduce fiscally negative main ap-
plicants. In this case, the MIR will primarily
function as a method of reducing overall
numbers on the route and therefore reduce
the aggregate fiscal cost. We cannot sensi-
bly guide the government as to a net migra-
tion objective for the route, nor are we
clear on whether such a policy is consistent
with Article 8. The government could in
essence choose any level for the MIR to
achieve a predicted reduction in visas — but
whether it does that by raising the MIR or
capping the route and running a lottery
does not fundamentally change what they
are trying to achieve."

The review also highlights the serious per-
sonal consequences that the MIR can have,

particularly on British children separated
from one of their parents. The MAC ex-
presses concern about the emotional and
developmental impact of such separations
and urges the Home Office to review its
policies to minimise these outcomes wher-
ever possible.

Professor Brian Bell, Chair of the MAC, said
in the review's covering letter: "Our analysis
and research show that the MIR can have
significant negative impacts on families." In
its review, the MAC highlights: "The impacts
include stress and mental health problems
caused by separation, as well as financial
problems caused by the lack of support
from the partner. The impacts on British
children separated from one of their par-
ents are particularly concerning. There is
evidence of mental health problems among
children, difficulty establishing meaningful
parental relationships with the absent part-
ner, and feelings of rejection."

The MAC continues: "More broadly, we
think that the Home Office needs to review
the situation of families with children, es-
pecially when they are applying out of
country. We are not convinced that the cur-
rent system sufficiently takes into account
the negative impacts of separation on
British children. In particular, we recom-
mend a review of eligibility for the Parent
route to consider making parents of British
children eligible regardless of their relation-
ship status. We cannot sensibly evaluate
how many applicants this may impact and
therefore what the potential change to net
migration would be if such an approach
were implemented."

Reunite Families UK, an NGO supporting
and advocating for people affected by the
financial requirements for family visas, said
in response to the MAC report: "Today is a
pivotal day for bi-national couples and fam-
ilies: for the first time people on the
spouse/partner visa route were listened to
by a Committee that wanted to learn what
life is really like when you want to live in the
UK ... Reunite Families UK would like to
thank the Migration Advisory Committee
for the way it has conducted this review, by
talking to people currently on this visa
route and considering the human impacts
of the rules - something that since their in-
troduction in 2012 had never been properly
considered." Siurce EIN
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Together We Stand With Our International
lemg Legend Reformist Dr Muhammad Yunus

If building a better Bangladesh is truly
what we want, then patience is not a
sacrifice — it’s an investment. A future
shaped under the vision of Nobel
Laureate Dr Muhammad Yunus is a future
worth waiting for. His leadership, marked
by integrity, foresight, and a rare absence
of self-interest, offers us a once-in-a-
generation opportunity. Let's brush aside
the election for some more times. We saw
elections time and again but yet to see the
reform that our beloved country deserves.

In a Bangladesh guided by Yunus, our
reserves are strengthening, yet we see no
signs of elite looters bleeding the system
dry. Corruption has become a common
symptom of governance, but not under
his watch. Critics are free to speak,
without the chilling fear of reprisal. There
are no shadows like Hawa Bhaban or Ayna
Ghor. Instead, the political air is clear —
focused on development, innovation, and
inclusivity.

Isn’t that the Bangladesh we all want? A
nation that thrives not on political slogans
but on meaningful reform? Then why the
rush for another quick election — one
that may just return us to the same
vicious cycle of nepotism and
exploitation?

Under the Awami League, we witnessed
unprecedented looting of banks and
public assets. But can the return of the

WITH OUR

INTERNATIONAL
LIVING LEGEN

REFOR]

BNP guarantee anything better? Our
political history suggests otherwise. In
contrast, Yunus has no political dynasty to
defend, no corrupt cronies to protect. He
doesn’t need our vote to stand on red
carpets at the White House, Buckingham
Palace or the Japanese Imperial Palace.
Those doors are already open to him,
because of who he is — a global icon of
human development and economic
innovation.

But here we are, letting him go —
immaturely, imprudently, and tragically.

IST
IAD YUI

Visionaries like Dr Yunus are rare. They
come once in a long while. The wise
among us understand that a true patriot
doesn’t always wear a party badge;
sometimes, he carries a vision too vast for
small politics.

So why aren’t we |utilising this
extraordinary talent to fix our deeply
wounded political and economic systems?
Why are we still buying the illusion of
democracy, when most of our major
parties operate as family-run dynasties?
Take away the family names, and ask
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yourself — how many would still support
Tareq Zia or Joy? Very few. Our people are
not fools. We know the difference
between merit and inheritance.

Yet, somehow, we keep allowing these
inherited figures to dominate national life.
Our neighbours — India and Pakistan —
have started moving beyond dynastic rule.
It's high time we did the same. If not for
the sake of fairness, then at least for our
survival in the Al-led digital global village.

A reformed, corruption-resistant
Bangladesh under Yunus's leadership
wouldn't just look better — it would
work better. It would unlock vast
opportunity, particularly for our youth.
With over 65% of Bangladesh’s
population under the age of 35, we have
one of the largest young workforces in
the world. Dr Yunus's vision directly
empowers this demographic. Under his
model, Bangladesh can lead in remote
digital employment, tech-enabled social
business, and green innovation. Imagine
millions of young Bangladeshis working
remotely for companies in Europe, the
US, and East Asia — no visa queues, no
brain drain. Just skill, internet, and
opportunity.

Yunus has already built systems to make
this happen. His Grameen initiatives —
from social businesses in healthcare to
education and energy — can be scaled to
support Al literacy, coding bootcamps,
and micro-entrepreneurship. His
advocacy for universal basic digital
infrastructure is not a pipe dream. It’s a
real, actionable strategy. Under his
leadership, even rural youth could be
trained to join the global digital economy
— working as freelance designers,
developers, data analysts, and virtual
assistants from their homes in Sylhet,
Barisal or Bogura.

i He understands the urgency. The world is
not waiting. Al, automation, and remote
i work are changing the global economy at
i lightning
political parties bicker over elections and
i legacy, Yunus is focused on the future.

{ We, the people,
i together to rise above the family banners
i and celebrity politics.
country like it deserves and vote for
i substance. For reform. For intelligent
i governance. That means backing people
like Dr Yunus — not because he is
i famous, but because he is functional.
! Because he has the
i brainpower,
i credibility to take Bangladesh to its next
i chapter.

speed. While traditional

let's get our acts

Let’s love the

integrity, the

and the international

{ Let’s not squander this moment. Let’s
i stand together — with our living legend,
i our reformist, our own Dr Muhammad
i Yunus. Bangladesh needs him now more
i than ever.
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Bangladesh’s Political Trajectory
Revolution Without Rice?

Imran A.
Chowdhury BEM

Bangladesh, the world’s eighth most popu-
lous nation, stands at the precipice of a
dangerous political deadlock. A country of
nearly 200 million people cannot afford to
be suspended in a state of perpetual tran-
sition, where promises of reform ring hol-
low and revolutionary slogans drown out
the cries of empty stomachs. With an econ-
omy battling inflation, unemployment, and
crumbling institutions, the current political
limbo is not merely a constitutional crisis —
it is a ticking time bomb threatening the
very survival of the nation.

As one of the most densely populated na-
tions on earth, Bangladesh faces a relent-
less daily struggle: to feed, clothe, educate,
and employ its people. Yet, instead of ad-
dressing these urgent, bread-and-butter is-
sues, the political class seems engrossed in
an endless, self-serving theatre of “reform”,
“caretaker governance”, and the mirage of
a “neutral transition”. In reality, these are
nothing but smokescreens to prolong
power struggles and suppress dissent.

The Futility of Cosmetic Revolutions

The romanticism of political revolution
often comes with a dangerous cost in na-
tions like Bangladesh, where state stability
hangs by a thread and the poor make up
the majority. Each so-called revolution—
whether from the streets or the barracks—
has failed to deliver economic justice. Each
military-backed caretaker regime or tech-
nocratic intervention has touted reforms in
governance, only to unravel in corruption,
repression, and elite entrenchment.

The political vocabulary is rich: electoral re-
form, institutional transparency, anti-cor-
ruption drives. Yet none of these fill the
grain sacks in village homes or reduce the
price  of onions in city markets.
Bangladesh’s working class—the rickshaw
pullers, garment workers, farmers, migrant
labourers—remain where they’ve always
been: voiceless spectators in a high-stakes
political circus.

Bangladesh does not need a new breed of
saviours with sterile manifestos. It needs a
functioning state that feeds its people, pro-
vides justice, ensures education, and heals
the wounds of inequality.

A Crisis of Priorities: Feeding Power, Not
the People

In today’s political landscape, parties and
power brokers seem more preoccupied
with dismantling opponents than feeding
their people. What is governance if not the
provision of basic needs? What is leader-
ship if not the ability to alleviate poverty?

The obsession with rewriting constitutions,
disbanding institutions, and restructuring
electoral commissions has led to one indis-
putable truth — no one is restructuring rice
fields or building trust in rural health clin-
ics.

The country’s political architects — both in
uniform and in suits — forget that 200 mil-
lion mouths are not fed with ideology. They
are fed with rice, lentils, vegetables, and
clean water. They need schools, hospitals,
and jobs, not flags and factional slogans.
Every day spent in this transition phase
without a stable, people-focused govern-
ment is another day stolen from the future
of Bangladesh. Every press briefing on con-
stitutional reform is a distraction from the
child going to bed hungry.

When the State Becomes a Battleground
The current trajectory, where the interim
government struggles for legitimacy and
the military signals displeasure from behind
the scenes, is eerily reminiscent of
Bangladesh’s darker years. The warning
signs are clear. Students protest, religious
fundamentalists gain ground, foreign pow-
ers meddle with agendas, and civil society
is either silent or silenced.

Bangladesh is walking dangerously close to
civil unrest. The wedge between classes,
the mistrust between the governed and the
governors, and the erosion of institutions
could turn political disillusionment into
something far more dangerous — anarchy.
No nation can afford that, least of all one
with a fragile economy and exploding pop-

ulation.

If these trends continue unchecked,
Bangladesh will not only experience further
political instability but risks slipping into
starvation and structural collapse. The dan-
ger is not in revolution; it is in revolution
without food.

The Mirage of Reform Without Economic
Reality

Much of the political elite speak of grand
reforms — judicial independence, electoral
reengineering, digital governance. But
these reforms cannot materialise in a vac-
uum of economic hopelessness. The aver-
age Bangladeshi does not ask for digital
transparency when there is no gas in the
kitchen or medicine in the clinic. They ask
for survival. They ask for dignity. These do
not come from top-down reforms but from
jobs, food security, fair wages, and access
to justice.

It is time for political actors to accept a diffi-
cult truth: without economic grounding,
political reform is a facade. Hungry people
do not wait for legislative amendments —
they rise.

Bangladesh Deserves Better

In 1971, Bangladesh fought not only for in-
dependence but for dignity, justice, and the
right to live as a free and fed people. That
dream is now being mocked by the very
power structures that claim to guard it. Cor-
ruption has become endemic. Power is cen-
tralised. Political discourse is weaponised.
And now, with an illegitimate interim struc-
ture and an increasingly assertive military,

the country once again risks turning into a
battleground of egos, not a home for its
people.

If Bangladesh is to survive the coming
decade, the focus must shift immediately
from rhetoric to rice, from politics to peo-
ple, from conflict to consensus.

Conclusion: The Last Window of Sanity
This is the final warning bell. Bangladesh
cannot afford to drift any further. What it
needs is not a political saviour, but political
humility — the kind that builds institutions,
not personalities; the kind that feeds the
hungry before feeding ideologies.

To avoid starvation, civil war, or another lost
generation, the political establishment
must stop talking about power-sharing and
start talking about rice prices, job creation,
rural clinics, and education reform. That is
the only revolution that matters. That is the
only governance worth fighting for.
Because no flag, no ideology, no doctrine
will matter when there is no rice on the
plate.

Imran Chowdhury BEM is a distinguished
columnist and writer known for his bold
commentary on South Asian geopolitics,
Bangladesh’s turbulent political history, and
diaspora affairs. A former councillor and
freedom fighter’s son, he brings depth, his-
torical insight, and lived experience to his
writing. His columns blend sharp critique
with a call for justice, democracy, and social
equity, making him a compelling voice in
contemporary political discourse.
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