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SHAHBAG JAMIA MADANIA

UK Charity No. 1126168

NGO Affairs Bureau Bangladesh
Registration No- 3052

MADRASHA &ORPHANAGE

UK: 71-75 Blakeland Street, Birmingham, B9 5XQ
Bangladesh : P.O: Shahbag, Zakiganj, Sylhet.
Phone: 0088 01716602167 / 0088 0171 5336357

Please Help supporting the poor & needy with your:

Lillah Sadaqah Zakat Fitra
Fidya Kaffara Qurbani

CAN DONATE VIA :

PROJECTS

| Haiiz Sponsor £250 x 3 = £750.00 |

Paypal: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com
Online: www.shahbagjamia.com
Telephone: 0798 335 7324

UK Bank Details:

Shahbag Jamea Madania Quasimul Ulum Trust
HSBC Bank
Sort Code: 40-21-05 Account No: 51625608
B.1.C Swift Code- HBUKGB4112U

IBAN-GB98HBUK40210551625608

’ SRODS (permanent income for Orphanage)
Per SIIOD £2500.00
Class/ Living Room for Orphanage

Per Room £3000.00
" Support Needed FISHERY Projectto

Generate Permanent Income for
Madrasha & Orphanage

33 Decimal Land £1000, One Cow £400
Minnow (Fishery), Tree plant £100

{ Ashab-e-Badr Fund 1
one off payment £700.00 x 313 Donor

For further information please contact:

Maulana Abdul Hafiz, Principal
Mobile: 0798 335 7324
e: shahbagjamia@yahoo.com www.shahbagjamia.com
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Your Trusted Partner in Dubai Property Market

Invest with confidence in one of the world’s most dynamic real estate markets
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© Off-Plan Developments

¢ Ready-to-Move-In Homes

¢ Commercial Properties

Our expert team ensures full transparency,

direct access to top Dubai developers,
and end-to-end support - from selection to handover.
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WHY CHOOSE US?

® Exclusive Investment Opportunities
e Expert Local Knowledge

» Tailored Advice for Every Budget

» Full Legal and Transaction Support

Licensed by Dubai Land Department
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Amnesty UK warns Immigration and Asylum Bill
would remove independent judicial scrutiny

Post Report : A short briefing
published by Amnesty International
UK last week has raised concerns
over proposals in the Immigration
and Asylum Bill to replace the
existing immigration and asylum
appeals tribunal with a new body.
The Bill proposes the creation of a
new Independent Immigration
Appeals Authority (IIAA), which
would replace the current First-tier
Tribunal (Immigration and Asylum
Chamber) (FTTIAC) as the first tier
of appeals against Home Office
decisions. The [IAA would also
handle applications for immigration
bail.

Amnesty said the proposed
changes raised serious concerns
about the professionalism and
independence of the new appeals
body.

Under the proposals, decisions
would be made by adjudicators
rather than judges. Amnesty noted
that adjudicators would not
necessarily be required to have
professional legal qualifications or
experience, although the IIAA

would provide training and legal
support.

The briefing also questioned the
proposed relationship between the
IIAA and the Home Office. It said
the new body would form part of
the wider immigration and asylum
system operated by the Home
Office and that the Home Secretary
would have a role in appointing
senior officials and, indirectly,

adjudicators.

Amnesty contrasted this with the
existing FTTIAC, which is part of the
judicial system and whose judges
are not appointed, trained or
overseen by the Home Secretary.
It said concerns over the IIAA's
independence were particularly
significant in light of the reasons
given for replacing the existing
tribunal, which include reducing

the backlog of appeals and
enabling the Home Office to
remove more people from the UK,
and to do so more quickly. Amnesty
emphasised that both of these are
Home Office objectives.

After briefly outlining the history
of the appeals system and noting
that previous changes have made
the system more independent and
more  professional, Amnesty
warned: "The bill undoes all
changes to increase independence
and professionalism within the
first tier of the appeals system —
indeed, it goes further. The loss of
professionalism is made more
concerning because the law
relating to decision-making within
this system has been made more
complicated (and this bill will
complicate it further). The loss of
independence is made more
concerning because the policy
area within which this system
works has also become more
politically contentious."

Amnesty said it opposes replacing
the FTTIAC with the IIAA or by any

other body that is created by or
part of the Home Office.

The briefing concludes: "The aim
of the bill is straightforwardly to
remove independence and judicial
scrutiny of the department's

decision-making for the
convenience of government policy
and political ambitions.

Importantly, that not only includes
the ambitions of the present
government and the present
Home Secretary — it includes that
of any future government and
Home Secretary. The impact of
this is enlarged since the people
whose rights are affected are
generally excluded from the
democratic political process, yet
their rights are especially
vulnerable to that political process
as is confirmed by the measures in
this bill (including the provisions to
remove the independent judicial
body that currently serves as the
primary guarantor of their rights
against error or other violation by
the Home Office)."

Drop-off charges at UK airports to

be reviewe

d after sharp increase

Post Report: Airport drop-
off charges are to be
reviewed by the
government following
sharp price increases in
recent years.

Prices at major UK airports
have risen by a third since
the summer of 2025 on
average, according to one
analysis, with Gatwick and
Stansted drop-off charges
found to be the most
expensive, jumping from
£7 to £10.

Such charges at Edinburgh
Airport have risen from £6
to £8.50, while fees at
Bournemouth increased
from £5 to £8, the same
price as Leeds Bradford
and London City.

The Department  for
Transport confirmed it had

committed to a review,
saying it was '"vital to
ensure travel remains
accessible and that
passengers are treated
fairly".

The government added it
hoped airports would
"exercise restraint on rises,
particularly where there
are limited public transport
alternatives".

'Rip-off'

The RAC, which conducted
the analysis in July this
year, has campaigned
against increases in drop-
off charges. It said a review
of "kiss and fly" fees would
be "music to the ears to
drivers".

"We know airport drop-off
charges are a growing
source of anger and
frustration," said Rod
Dennis, senior policy
officer at the RAC.
"Four-in-five drivers we've
surveyed believe they are a
'rip-off', with just one-in-
10 understanding why
airports charge what they
do."

The RAC's research found
London City Airport, which
only introduced charges in

UK AIRPORT

CAR PARK DROP OFF PRICES

S
o

# Airport Price
1 G Gatwick £10

1 € S sare=d £10
3 e s £9
4 Edinburgh Airport £8.50
4 Bristol 3 Airport £8.50
6 O £8
7 Heathrow E7

7 el e £7
7 SOU sauthameton £7
10 cardiff airport £ £4.50

2026, was the most per minute.  Belfast

expensive on a per-minute
basis.

Its £8 charge for five
minutes works out at £1.60

International Airport now
charges £5 for 10 minutes
in the drop-off zone, up £2
on last year.

None of the top 10 airports
in the European Union
charge for  drop-offs,
according to the RAC.

It argues that international
airports should not charge
for dropping off
passengers, however, the
industry said the charges
were a neccesary part of
the business model of
airports.

Supporters of such charges
also say they encourage
travellers to use of more
environmentally friendly
modes of transport.
"Airports outside the UK
are typically publicly
owned and in receipt of
state subsidies and tax

exemptions, while UK
airports are generally
privately owned and

subject to the full array of
commercial rates of
taxation," said Karen Dee,
chief executive of Airports
UK, which represents
airports.

She added airports offered
a "range of options for
those travelling to
terminals, including free
drop off points" and that
"any review" by the
government would find
airports make "excellent
use of a variety of ways to
manage traffic and air
pollution".

The Aviation Environment
Federation campaign group
has previously defended
the fees, arguing they help
reduce congestion and air
pollution around airports.
Earlier this month, the
government announced
extra charges for parents
sitting with their children
when flying would be
scrapped in time for next
year's summer holidays.
Prime Minister  Andy
Burnham said the changes
were part of a series of
"everyday fixes" to ease
cost of living pressures on
households.Source :BBC
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Hope from Warwick Avenue

Friday, 9th October. Our family became a
little quieter, and our hearts grew heavy
with a grief that words could barely hold.
Our beloved Mami/Sasi, the devoted wife of
our dear Mejo Mama (Sasa), returned to
her Lord. Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un.
Mejo Mami was laid to rest beside Mejo
Mama, her husband, in the family cemetery
at Sheikh House, Sheikhpara, Lamabazaar,
Sylhet.

In 1965 she left behind her small village in
Sylhet: the green fields, the monsoon rains,
the faces she had known since birth. Barely
more than a girl, she crossed oceans with
Mary (Fufu/Khala) into a land of grey skies
and cold winds, a country that did not
always open its arms to people like her. She
brought no degrees and no wealth. She
brought something far greater: a quiet faith,
a gentle heart, and a courage none of us
truly understood until we were grown.

In time, her home on Warwick Avenue
became a harbour for many. Its door was
never closed. Whoever stepped through it,
family or friend, weary or joyful, was
welcomed as if they had been expected all
along, and left with a fuller heart than they
came with. For so many of us, Warwick
Avenue was not just an address. It was
hope.

Through every storm, she stood beside
Mejo Mama. As he lifted and guided his
brothers and sisters, she was the steady
earth beneath his feet. He was the tree so
many of us sheltered under, and she was
the root that held him firm.

She loved her in-laws not out of duty, but as
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her own blood. Her bond with her five
sisters-in-law was rare and beautiful, a
thread of gold woven through our family,
binding us together across the decades.

If you were hurting, she noticed. If you were
lost, she listened. Sisters-in-law, nieces,
nephews, and in time the grandchildren all
found their way to her the way rivers find
the sea.

No one ever left her side feeling small. She
made each of us feel we mattered, and
many of us still carry her words like lanterns,
lighting our way.

She raised five remarkable children, and her
greatest gift to them was family itself. She
made sure they never grew up as strangers
to their father's people. Every bond they
share with us today, she planted as a seed
and watered with love, until it grew into
something no distance could uproot.

She was witty, quick to laugh and quicker
still to make others laugh. Even in the
darkest seasons, she searched for the light
and found a way forward. She never studied
at Oxbridge or walked the halls of a Big Four
firm. She never needed to. Her
qualifications were kindness, patience, to
manage situations and time freely given,
and by those measures she was the most
accomplished soul.

In a world where we only live for ourselves,
Mejo Mami lived for others. That was her
secret, and that was her success. She and
her generation gave everything, asked for
little, and left us far richer than they found
us.

They say a woman can make or break a
man's life. Our Mamas were truly blessed to
have such remarkable women beside them.
Together, our Mamis laid the foundation
stones of a strong family, and that is why we
cousins remain so close today. Think of their
sacrifice, their patience, and how open-
minded they were in a world that so often
asked them to be otherwise.

Alongside them stood our Khalas and Fufus,
hand in hand with our Mamis and Chachis,
and together they gave us a family worth
cherishing. | honour every one of them. In a
time when it has become easier to walk
away than to stay, these women chose to

In a world where
we only live for
ourselves, Mejo
Mami lived for
others. That was
her secret, and
that was her

success. She and
her generation
gave everything,
asked for little,
and left us far
richer than they
found us.

build bridges, never to burn them. They
were ahead of their time, big-hearted, and
always here to build.

One by one, our elders are leaving us, like
stars slipping quietly from the sky before
dawn.

With each goodbye, we lose not only a
person but a piece of who we are. We fear
that when they are all gone, we will forget
how to gather, how to care, how to look up
to one another. If we truly want to honour
our elders, we must not let that light go out.
Let us keep the doors open, keep the phone
calls going, and keep the family they dearly
kept together.

Mejo Mami, you gave us so much more than
we could ever return. We will miss your
voice, your laughter, Fan-Dail-baji, your duas
whispered for us when we did not even
know it. Your love remains, in every one of
us, in every bond you nurtured, in every
child who carries your kindness forward.
May Allah SWT forgive you, wrap you in His
mercy, accept every prayer you ever made
for us, and reunite you with your loved ones
in Jannatul Firdaus. Ameen.

From all of us who loved you, and always
will.

By Saddu Syed Islam
16th October 2026




JieH b

16 - 22 October 2026 BANGLA POST 23

Should Bangladesh Join the Makkah Pact?
The Hidden Price of Collective Defence

By Shofi Ahmed

angladesh faces a
Bconsequential strategic

question: should it join the
Makkah Joint Defence Agreement
between Saudi Arabia, Tlrkiye and
Pakistan?
The prospect carries considerable
attraction. Three influential Muslim-
majority states, combining Saudi
financial resources, Turkish defence
technology and Pakistan's military
experience, have established a
collective-security arrangement. For
Bangladesh, an emerging economy
modernising its armed forces while
navigating a complex geopolitical
environment, closer association could
offer tangible advantages.
But a defence alliance is not simply an
extension of diplomatic friendship. It

changes the obligations,
vulnerabilities and future choices of
its members.

The central assessment is that

Bangladesh should not commit to
formal membership at present. It has
strong  reasons to  deepen
cooperation with all three countries,
but the additional benefits of joining

have not been demonstrated
sufficiently to justify accepting
potentially binding military
obligations.

A pact already facing its first test
Signed in Makkah on 7 August 2026,
the agreement establishes a
collective-defence  principle: an
armed attack against one signatory is
to be regarded as an attack against all.
The arrangement quickly moved
beyond symbolism.

On 5 October, following attacks
against Saudi Arabia, the alliance's
Strategic-Political and Defence
Committee announced the practical
implementation of collective-defence
commitments, including
arrangements  for the rapid
deployment of agreed military forces

and capabilities under national
legislation.
Tirkiye  subsequently  explored

defensive assistance, including air
defence and electronic warfare, while
explicitly excluding offensive
participation. Its  parliamentary
ratification process was still pending.
These developments reveal a crucial
distinction: political solidarity, treaty
commitments and actual military
participation are not identical.

For Bangladesh, which has no
automatic obligation under the
existing agreement, joining would

raise difficult questions about the
circumstances under which national
forces, equipment, intelligence or
financial resources might become
committed to conflicts elsewhere.
The military opportunity—and its
limits

The alliance's combined capabilities
are formidable.

Turkiye possesses an increasingly
sophisticated defence-industrial
ecosystem, including unmanned
aircraft, electronic warfare, sensors
and  precision-guided  systems.
Pakistan offers extensive military
experience, established defence
cooperation and strategic expertise.
Saudi Arabia contributes substantial
defence expenditure, energy
importance and diplomatic influence.
Bangladesh could benefit from joint
training, intelligence  exchange,
military  education, technology
transfer, equipment maintenance and
industrial partnerships.

These opportunities matter because
Bangladesh must balance military
modernisation against demanding
fiscal priorities.

Yet an important distinction s
frequently overlooked: access to
Turkish defence technology or Saudi
financing does not necessarily require
Bangladesh to enter a collective-
defence treaty.

Much could potentially be negotiated
through  bilateral  procurement,
industrial  cooperation, training
agreements and carefully defined
security partnerships.

The relevant economic question is
therefore  not how valuable
cooperation might be, but what
additional, enforceable benefit formal
alliance membership would deliver
beyond those alternatives.

Unless that incremental benefit is
established, attributing all potential
military gains to treaty membership
would exaggerate its value.

The economic exposure: protecting
what Bangladesh already has
Bangladesh's relationship with Saudi
Arabia is economically significant.
Bangladesh Bank records show that
Saudi Arabia supplied approximately
$5.85 billion in workers' remittances
during FY2025-26, making it the
country's largest individual source. In
July—August FY2026-27, Saudi-origin
remittances reached approximately
$1.146 billion, representing 19.7% of
total inflows.

These are not abstract diplomatic
statistics.  Remittances  support
household consumption, foreign-
exchange liquidity and national
economic resilience.

Millions of livelihoods are connected
directly or indirectly to overseas

employment.
A major regional conflict could
disrupt  employment,  migrant

welfare, aviation, shipping and energy
supplies. Higher energy and freight
costs could also transmit pressure
into Bangladeshi inflation, industrial

production and the external
accounts.

Critically, many of these
vulnerabilities exist whether

Bangladesh joins the pact or not.
Membership should therefore be
judged by the additional exposure it
creates, not blamed for the entire
economic consequences of a Gulf
crisis.

Closer Saudi cooperation might bring
investment, employment
opportunities or favourable financing.
However, none of those benefits
should be presumed to follow
automatically from a military treaty.
Promises of investment and legally
binding defence obligations are

different categories of commitment.
One may remain aspirational while
the other becomes operational
during an emergency.

India's response and Bangladesh's
strategic autonomy

The regional consequences deserve
particular attention.

Bangladesh maintains extensive
geographic, economic and security
connections with India. Joining a
formal military alliance that includes
Pakistan would introduce a new
consideration into Delhi's assessment
of Bangladesh's strategic direction.
This would not necessarily produce a
diplomatic rupture. India maintains
relationships with Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf states. Nevertheless, a
collective-defence relationship
involving Pakistan could complicate
crisis diplomacy, military confidence-
building and regional security
calculations.

China adds another dimension.
Bangladesh already has significant
defence relationships with Beijing,
while Pakistan is closely connected to
Chinese military supply chains. A new
alliance could create opportunities for
interoperability, but also introduce
additional supplier dependencies and
competing strategic expectations.
Bangladesh's geographical position
rewards flexibility. It benefits from
maintaining workable relationships
with India, China, the Gulf, Western
partners and other Asian economies.
Formal military alignment can
strengthen particular partnerships,
but it may also narrow future choices.
That lost flexibility has strategic value
even when it cannot be assigned a

precise monetary price.
The overlooked risk:
another country's conflict
Collective defence allows states to
share protection. It may also transmit
threats across borders.

Saudi Arabia faces security challenges
in the Arabian Peninsula and the
wider Middle East. Tiirkiye operates
within a complex environment
involving NATO, Syria, Irag and
regional maritime disputes. Pakistan
faces strategic pressures involving
India and Afghanistan.

Bangladesh does not share all those
threat environments.

An alliance could consequently
expose Dhaka to military expectations

importing
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Bangladesh should not commit
to formal membership at present.

arising from disputes in which it
played no initiating role.

This is the problem of security
coupling: a crisis affecting one
member can trigger political or
military decisions across the entire
alliance.

The October developments
demonstrate why this risk cannot be
dismissed as merely theoretical.
Before contemplating membership,
Bangladesh would need authoritative
answers about treaty activation,

overseas deployment, financial
contributions, exceptions,
withdrawal provisions and

parliamentary oversight.

Would Bangladesh retain the right to
refuse participation in offensive
operations? Could it limit assistance
to logistics, humanitarian protection
or intelligence? Who determines
whether an attack qualifies for
collective defence?

Without clear answers, the future
extent of national obligations
remains uncertain.

The social cost of strategic decisions
Military alliances are negotiated by
governments, but their
consequences can extend
throughout society.

Bangladeshi migrant workers could
face evacuation or employment
disruption during a regional
emergency. Households could
experience inflation arising from
energy-price shocks. Taxpayers could
bear new  procurement or
operational commitments.

Military  personnel could face
deployments beyond the country's
immediate strategic environment.

There are also questions of
democratic legitimacy. Decisions
involving foreign military obligations
require transparent legal authority,
public accountability and clearly
defined institutional responsibility.
The security of the state and the
welfare of its population must be
evaluated together.

The decision Bangladesh actually
faces

Three broad courses are available:
formal membership, expanded
cooperation without membership, or
deferring a treaty decision pending
further examination.

The important distinction is that
these choices do not necessarily
deliver the same benefits or impose
the same obligations.

Bangladesh can pursue Saudi
investment, Turkish defence-
industrial partnerships, Pakistani
military  education and wider
intelligence cooperation without
automatically accepting collective-
defence commitments.

Formal membership may offer
further protection or strategic
influence. But those additional
advantages require verification
against actual treaty terms,
operational capabilities and credible
economic commitments.

The strongest case for membership
would demonstrate that it delivers
protection  Bangladesh  cannot
otherwise obtain, against threats
Bangladesh actually faces, while
preserving acceptable sovereign
control over military participation.
The strongest case against it
concerns contingent obligations,
external conflict exposure,
opportunity costs and reduced
freedom of action.

On presently available evidence, the
case for immediate accession
remains insufficiently established.
Conclusion: cooperation without
unnecessary commitment
Bangladesh does not need to choose
between friendship with the Makkah
Pact's members and preservation of
its strategic independence.

Its interests can support extensive
economic, diplomatic and defence
cooperation while leaving formal
collective-defence membership
subject to separate scrutiny.

The essential test is whether an
alliance provides additional,
enforceable  security  benefits
sufficient to justify the obligations it
creates.

Until that test is satisfied, there is a
substantive distinction between
strengthening relationships and
committing national power.

For Bangladesh, the objective is not
the greatest number of allies. It is
the greatest dependable security
and economic resilience consistent
with sovereign freedom of action.
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Please call 020 3633 25435 or advertising@banglapost.co.uk
www. banglapost.co.uk

Bangla Post is published by Brit Bangla Services Ltd, Unit S7, The Whitechapel Centre, 85 Myrdle Street, London E1 1HL, Registered at the Post office as a newspaper

Tel: News - 0203 488 7990, Sales - 0203 633 2545 Email :

info@banglapost.co.uk, news@banglapost.co.uk Web: www.banglapost.co.uk
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