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Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp

Sheikh House, Shelkbpara, Lama Bazar, Syt
28" October 2022
tr loving memory of Mushtaque Ahmed Qureshi
Donated by: Mrs Khalida Cureshi and family
"

F
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Smart Edge

Real Estate
Where location meets opportunity

Your Trusted Partner in Dubai Property Market

Invest with confidence in one of the world’s most dynamic real estate markets

Whether you're looking for:

© Off-Plan Developments

¢ Ready-to-Move-In Homes

¢ Commercial Properties

Our expert team ensures full transparency,

direct access to top Dubai developers,
and end-to-end support - from selection to handover.

WHY CHOOSE US?

® Exclusive Investment Opportunities
e Expert Local Knowledge

» Tailored Advice for Every Budget

» Full Legal and Transaction Support

Smart Edge Real Estate LLC
Licensed by Dubai Land Department

MOBILE: +44 7960 000 929 (UK)

VAV S S [018]0] 2 18] AW \ioBILE: +971 506 123 929 (UAE)

[elo =0V 0] 1:¥>YelJe) LANDLINE: +44 203 633 2545 (UK)
Email: taz@smartedgerealestate.ae

www.smartedgerealestate.ae
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Labour set to den

Rosebank oil

drilling after Jackdaw gets approval

Post report: Ministers have
signalled that they are unlikely to
approve a second new oil and gas
field amid concerns that it would
breach  the UK’s  climate
commitments.

Miatta Fahnbulleh, the energy
secretary, approved drilling at
Jackdaw in the North Sea on
Wednesday, the UK’s first new gas
field in almost a decade. President
Trump praised the move, urging
the country to go “full blast” and
“make the UK very wealthy again”.
But senior government figures
suggested that Fahnbulleh was
likely to reject calls to approve
drilling at the Rosebank oilfield, in
the North Atlantic, over warnings it
would produce about seven times
the carbon  emissions  of
Jackdaw.One source said it would
be hard to justify approving
Rosebank on climate grounds,
while another said Fahnbulleh had
been an opponent of the scheme
since before she was energy
secretary.

Fahnbulleh has drawn a clear
distinction between the two
projects while insisting she had not
made up her mind. “One is a
gasfield that caters for the
domestic market, while the other
is an oilfield that is mainly for
export,” she told The Guardian this
week.“It is right that we judge each
application in its own right, and it
is absolutely critical that the
decision is consistent with our
climate obligations, our carbon

budgets and the end destination
we need to get to with the energy
transition.” Jackdaw, off Aberdeen,
will begin supplying gas to British
homes and businesses within
weeks. The field could account for
6 per cent of North Sea gas
production when fully operational,
although it will directly create only
27 new jobs.

Trump said it was “great news for
the wealth and prosperity” of the
UK “and the wonderful region of
Aberdeen”.He wrote on Truth
Social: “The U.K. has started

drilling in the North Sea, one of the
greatest and most prosperous
areas of OIL in the World. They
should go FULL BLAST!!! This will
make the U.K. very wealthy again.
TAKE DOWN THE COSTLY AND
RIDICULOUS

WINDMILLS!"Alongside the
announcement of Jackdaw’s
approval, John Healey, the

chancellor, announced that some
of the tax revenues from North Sea
oil and gas would be set aside to
invest in renewable and low-
carbon projects.

Healey said the government would
initially put £2bn in the fund,
which would also be used to
“reward” communities that hosted
new clean energy projects.

At prime minister’s questions on
Wednesday  Andy Burnham
announced that he had asked
Healey and Fahnbulleh to bring
forward plans to scrap standing
charges from gas bills and include
them in the unit cost.The move
would hit mainly richer households
that use more gas, while bringing
bills down for poorer households.
It would also financially incentivise
those people who use the most gas
to switch to electricity for heating
by narrowing the price differential
between the two forms of
energy.The Conservatives first
granted permission for drilling at
Jackdaw in 2022, but the decision
was ruled unlawful because it did
not account for emissions that
came from burning the fuel after it
had been produced. It has now
been reassessed under the new
criteria.

At prime minister’s questions,
Burnham said the project would
protect hundreds of jobs and
“help keep millions of homes
warm this winter”.

Burnham said: “At a time when
people are really struggling, it’s
right that we look in a responsible
way at maximising the existing
energy reserves we have in Britain
that could help.“We’re committed
to moving towards renewable

energy and reaching net zero by
2050. But even on our ambitious
climate path, we’ll still require oil
and gas as part of our energy
needs for decades to come. That’s
why we’re taking a pragmatic
approach to the North Sea.”

Kemi Badenoch criticised the
length of time it had taken to
reach a decision, accusing Labour
of spending two years “faffing”
about a project already approved
by the Conservatives.If they’d
done this in the summer, we’d
have had that gas heating British
homes this Christmas,” she said.
“An unnecessary waste of time
and money by a party that puts its
own interest above the country’s.”
Environmental campaigners have
criticised the government’s
decision. Zack Polanski, the Green
Party leader, described it as
“climate vandalism”.Ami
McCarthy, the head of politics for
Greenpeace UK, claimed it showed
“the toxic grip fossil fuel lobbyists
still hold over our energy policy”.
She said: “There is nothing
pragmatic about rubber-stamping
a project that won’t lower energy
bills, won’t boost energy security
and will create just 27 full-time

jobs.”
However, Gary Smith, the GMB
general secretary, said the

government deserved “real credit”
for approving the field and urged
ministers to go further and
approve Rosebank as well. The
times

New rules Airbnb hosts

Post Report: Airbnb has changed its
rules to limit what property hosts
may ask guests to do - including
when it comes to cleaning.

The updated guidelines state that
hosts can now set seven standard
house rules and can also add other
"reasonable" requests.

Airbnb states that guests - who are
required to pay a cleaning fee -
should not be asked to complete
tasks normally done by a cleaner, in-
cluding washing dishes and strip-
ping beds.

The new rules will apply to all reser-
vations booked on or after 20 No-
vember on the accommodation
marketplace.

"House rules help guests under-
stand what hosts expect, but we've
heard from our community that
they can be confusing, onerous and

hard to manage," Airbnb told the
BBC.

"So, we've redesigned them to
make them easier to discover and
clearer to set, alongside a new pol-
icy that keeps requests reasonable,
with no surprises."

According to the new requirements
on the Airbnb website, hosts are
generally not allowed to ask guests
to complete tasks that "require sig-
nificant effort or time, or would typ-
ically be performed by a cleaner,
including stripping the bed, taking
trash offsite, or washing and putting
away dishes".

The company said it may grant ex-
ceptions in some circumstances. For
example, guests can be asked to
limit shower time if there are local
drought-related water restrictions.
A property's rules will be displayed

to guests more prominently moving
forward and will appear in the
guests' reservation reminders.

\ t 4 =

Contracts will only be allowed in
limited circumstances, including
when required by law or homeown-
ers association rules.

While a host will not be able to im-

pose fines, they remain in control of
their house rules and requests, the
company said.

Wit ._
If a host's request does not follow
Airbnb policies, the issue will be
flagged and the owner can appeal if
they disagree.
Guests have for years complained

about unreasonable tasks they we
required to complete before depar-
ture, especially as they are required
to pay cleaning fees.

TikTok videos from Airbnb hosts
Cassie and Jon that show them
closely inspecting their rental prop-
erty in the US state of Georgia after
guests leave have gone viral re-
cently for their attention to detail.
One video from the couple, for ex-
ample, accuses guests of "disre-
specting the house rules" for
leaving a television remote out of
place.

They have been criticised for their
strict rules and high standards but
said in response that their content
had been misinterpreted

Their videos have inspired other
content creators to parody stringent
hosts.BBC
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BSA marks 10 years as Bishwanath
FC celebrates fifth Upazila title

Bishwanath Sports Association celebrated its 10th anniversary with a gathering honouring a decade of sporting achievement,
community commitment and Bishwanath FC’s remarkable fifth Upazila championship, including four consecutive titles.

By
Nazir Ali

Held on Wednesday 14 October 2026 at
Impression Events Venue in Stratford, the
celebration brought together players, sporting
figures, community leaders, sponsors and
supporters to recognise the association’s
achievements and the people who made
them possible.

The evening was hosted by BSA Secretary
Anfor Ali and executive member Mayen Uddin
Ansar, owner of Impression Events Venue.
Proceedings opened with a recitation from the
Holy Qur’an by Akhlagur Rahman, Chair of
Bishwanath Community Association and a
passionate advocate for sporting development
in Bishwanath and the UK.

Anfor Ali then welcomed Newham’s Executive
Mayor, Forhad Hussain, to offer words of
support and encouragement.

A decade of bringing people together through
sport

BSA Chairman Koyes Miah reflected on ten
years of progress, highlighting how the
association has connected people through
football, cricket, badminton and, more
recently, carrom competitions. He thanked the
players, supporters and sponsors whose
dedication has sustained the organisation and
enabled its activities to grow.

The evening recognised BSA’s management
committee and founding figures: the late
Dawlath Khan Babul, Founding President;
Koyes Miah, Chairman; M. A. Khalique,
Founding President; Anfor Ali, Secretary; Kobir
Chowdury, Treasurer; Khalis Miah, Head of
Sports; Wahid Rahman, Digital Media Lead;
and Ashik Ali, Organising Secretary. Executive
Committee members recognised were Koyes
A. K., Yakub Ali, Azad Ali, Alam Sheikh, Shamim
Noor, Thahed Uzzaman and Azad Khan.
Recognition was also given to BSA’s sporting
project leads: Suto Miah and Shamim Uddin
for boat racing, known as Nowka Bais; Abdul
Kalam for football in the Midlands; Mayen
Uddin Ansar for carrom; Akhtar Ali for
badminton; and Jubair Ahmed Ali and Azizul
Rahman for cricket.

Remembering Dawlath Khan Babul

A moving part of the evening was the tribute
to the late Dawlath Khan Babul, who passed
away earlier this year. His contribution to
football and community life was warmly
remembered, particularly his role in founding
Sonali Othith and helping establish the Upazila
tournaments, bringing together communities
from across Greater Sylhet.

The anniversary offered an opportunity to
honour his vision and recognise the lasting
contribution he made to the sporting
community.

Five championship victories
consecutive titles

At the heart of the celebration was

and four
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Bishwanath FC’s outstanding record in the
Upazila tournament. Its summer 2026
triumph secured a fifth championship and a
fourth consecutive title, giving players and
supporters another proud achievement to
celebrate.

BSA’s Head of Sports Development, Khalis
Miah, reflected on the team’s development
under his management and its four previous
championship  victories. He recalled
memorable moments from that journey and
highlighted the association’s growing activities
in badminton, cricket and carrom.

He then handed over to Yakub Ali, manager of
the victorious 2026 veterans’ team. Yakub
reflected on the highs and lows of the
campaign and recognised the individual
contributions behind the team’s success
before introducing the squad to the audience.
The team was led by captain Shiblu Miah and
vice-captain Abdul Hussain, with Juman Ali in
goal. The defenders recognised were Jahid
Numan, Sid Ahmed, M. Rokib Ali, Shuhel
Mohammed, Abdul Kalam and Ruhul Sadi. The
midfielders listed were Jahed Baksh, Masum
Hussain, Abdul Kalam and Abdul Kalam. Abdur
Rahman, Jabed Khan and Abul Kalam featured
as wingers, while Syed Ali and Rashid Rubel
were recognised as strikers.

The championship reflected the players’
preparation, teamwork and perseverance,
backed by managers and supporters whose
commitment continued throughout the
campaign.

Community support and sponsorship
Representatives of both panels contesting the
forthcoming Bishwanath Probashi Education
Trust election, one led by Misba Uddin and the
other by Guljar Khan, were introduced to the
gathering.

The evening also acknowledged the
businesses, organisations and individuals
supporting the celebration and BSA’s
commemorative brochure. Special recognition
went to the main sponsor, Curry Bazar
Foundation, which was announced as a
sponsor of the Upazila tournaments for the
coming years.

Other sponsors and supporters recognised
and contributed on stage included Monir
Ahmed of JMG Cargo; Nazir Ali of BRTUK;
Abdus Shahid Harun of Heavenly Desserts,
Gallions Reach; Swapon Shikdar of Padma
Travels; Md Mohabbat Sheikh of Ali Tandoori;
Nasar Ali Lilu of BPET; Nijam Uddin of Desi
Lounge and M1 Accident Management;
Tufazzal Alam of Sonargaon Restaurant; and

Akhlak Panna of Brick Lane Post Office.
Further acknowledgements went to Stroudly
PFC; Graam Bangla; Just B2B; Janata Super
Store; Impression Events Venue; Jahra Luxury
Furniture; Perfect Rims; Woolfe & Co
Solicitors; Broadway & West; Sparkys Corner;
Moonlight Tandoori Restaurant; Averley
Manor Estate & Venue; Light of Bengal Indian
Food; Kohl Lounge; Love in Decor; Crescent
Hall; City of Paris; Ai Sha Tech; ANN
Consultancy; and The Hospitality Ecosystem
Alliance.

Their support was recognised as an important
contribution to BSA’s activities and its ability
to bring people together through sport.
Hamza Uddin receives an enthusiastic
welcome

One of the evening’s standout moments was
the introduction of British Bangladeshi boxing
star Hamza Uddin, whose family roots are in
Bishwanath. The British and Commonwealth
flyweight champion received an enthusiastic
reception, with guests queuing to meet him
and pose for photographs alongside his four
championship belts.

His presence added further excitement to an
evening celebrating sporting excellence and
shared community pride.

Sporting leaders honour achievement and
service

Other speakers offering their support included
Mahiuddin Ahmed Saleem of the Bangladesh
Football Federation; Dr Zakir Khan, recipient
of the FA’s national Bobby Moore Award;
Mesba Ahmed of London Tigers; and Ashikur
Rahman of BPKP. Joynal Abedin of Sonali
Othith also addressed the gathering, paying
tribute to the late Dawlath Khan Babul and his
contribution to football.

The evening concluded with dinner provided
by Impression Events Venue, giving guests an
opportunity to reconnect and celebrate the
association’s achievements together.

BSA’s tenth anniversary recognised the
dedication behind a decade of sporting
success. Bishwanath FC’s fifth championship
provided a fitting milestone, with credit
shared by the players, managers, volunteers,
sponsors and supporters who helped make it
possible.

By Nazir Ali
Bangla Post English Contributor
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By Shofi Ahmed

The Other Jewish Story:
Faith, Humanity and the Jews
Who Reject Zionism

From Stamford Hill to the shared moral teachings of Judaism and Islam, a story of religious conscience, charity and human dignity.

alk through Stamford Hill in
North London and you will
encounter a Jewish

community that many people know
surprisingly little about.

There are families taking children to
school, shopkeepers serving
customers, elderly people making

their way to synagogue and
neighbours helping one another
through life's difficulties. Their

traditional black clothing, distinctive
customs and religious observances
may attract attention, but their
everyday concerns are familiar to
people everywhere.

These are Orthodox Jewish Londoners
whose lives are shaped by faith, family,
education and community.

Yet there is something else worth
understanding. Within this community
are Jews who firmly reject Zionism.
They are deeply attached to Judaism
and Jewish religious history, but do not
believe that Jewish faith requires
allegiance to the modern political
movement that established Israel.
This distinction matters enormously in
a world where Jews, Judaism, Zionism
and the Israeli government are too
often treated as though they mean the
same thing.

They do not.

And perhaps the most interesting way
to understand these religious
communities is not through politics at
all, but through their understanding of
human responsibility.

A remarkable connection between
Jewish and Islamic teachings

In Judaism, there is a beautiful
principle called tzedakah.

Often translated as charity, its deeper
meaning is righteousness and justice.
Helping someone in need is not merely
an act of kindness; it is a moral
responsibility.

In Islam, sadaqah carries a closely
related meaning. The Hebrew
tzedakah and Arabic sadagah even
share related ancient Semitic linguistic
roots.

The Qur'anic concept of tazkiyyah
takes the discussion into a broader
spiritual dimension.

In Surah At-Tawbah (9:103), charitable
giving is connected with purification.
The act of helping another person is
also linked to the moral improvement
of the giver.

This is the deeper dimension of
tazkiyyah: not only giving away wealth,
but also purifying the heart of greed,
arrogance and selfishness.

It reaches inward towards character

and upward towards spiritual
responsibility before God.
Judaism, too, possesses wider

traditions of spiritual refinement,
including teshuvah, or repentance and
return, and mussar, the cultivation of

ethical character.

The two religions do not express these
teachings identically. But their
concerns overlap in a way that
ordinary people, whatever their
beliefs, can recognise.

Helping another human being matters.
So does the intention, humility and
moral character behind that help.
This shared concern offers a more
human starting point for
understanding Stamford Hill than the
political divisions dominating today's
headlines.

The people behind the traditional
clothing

Stamford Hill is home to one of
Europe's largest strictly Orthodox, or
Charedi, Jewish communities.

Its modern history includes families
who escaped persecution in Europe
and rebuilt their lives in Britain.

Such work does not mean every
individual or institution is beyond
criticism. Like other communities,
Stamford Hill faces social and
economic  challenges, including
housing pressures and debates about
education.

Nevertheless, its charitable traditions
demonstrate how religious principles
can become practical assistance.

Why some Orthodox Jews reject
Zionism

Perhaps  the
misunderstanding
relationship  between
Judaism and Zionism.
Judaism is thousands of years old.
Modern political Zionism emerged in
the nineteenth century.

Zionism broadly advocates Jewish
national self-determination in the
historic Land of Palestine. Its
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greatest  public
concerns  the
Orthodox
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publicly  disowned an Israeli
ambassador's visit. Their objection
reflected the religious distance
maintained by sections of the
community from the Israeli state.

In December 2025, more than 2,000
strictly Orthodox Jews from Stamford
Hill demonstrated outside the Israeli
embassy in London against the
conscription of Charedi Jews into
Israel's armed forces. Anti-Zionist
arguments featured in material
distributed at the protest.

These are concrete reminders that
opposition to Zionism also exists
within Jewish religious life.

However, Orthodox Jews do not all
share this position. Some are Zionist,
some non-Zionist and others explicitly
anti-Zionist. A relatively  small
movement, Neturei Karta, is
particularly visible at anti-Zionist
demonstrations, but does not

Tazkiyyah
purification

3 n
Moral growt X
Inner transfum\n\iml\ ;

The measure of righteousness is not merely what we give to others,

but what our actions reveal — and cultivate

Many preserve traditions of religious
learning, family responsibility and
organised charitable assistance.

The Jewish philosopher Maimonides,
who lived in the twelfth century,
described eight levels of charitable
giving.

His highest level involved helping
another person become financially
independent, whether through work,
partnership, a loan or other practical
assistance.

That is a profound understanding of
compassion. The objective is not
simply to give someone money today
but to help protect their dignity
tomorrow.

In Stamford Hill, organisations such as
North London Bikur Cholim provide
practical assistance to people
experiencing illness and hardship.
Community welfare networks, housing
organisations and volunteers help
support families facing difficult
circumstances.

supporters hold differing religious and
political positions.

But some Orthodox Jewish traditions
reject the idea that Jewish sovereignty
should be established through human
political initiative before the coming of
the Messiah.

The Satmar Hasidic movement,
represented in Stamford Hill, is among
the best-known examples.

Satmar religious teaching distinguishes
the Jewish people, the sacred Land of
Israel and the modern Israeli state. Its
opposition to Zionism arises from
theological interpretations concerning
exile, redemption and political
authority.

This is not simply a disagreement with
one lIsraeli prime minister or
government policy. It is a longstanding
religious objection to political Zionism
itself.

In November 2021, rabbis associated
with  Stamford  Hill's  Hatzola
emergency medical organisation

within ourselves.

represent Orthodox Judaism as a
whole.

The essential point remains: being
Jewish does not automatically mean
being Zionist, just as being critical of
Zionism does not mean being hostile
towards Jewish people.

Faith does not automatically confer
political authority

Within certain anti-Zionist Orthodox
traditions lies an especially interesting
idea.

A people may have deep historical and
religious attachment to a land without
believing that this attachment
authorises the establishment of
political sovereignty through force.
For Satmar thinkers, the question is
principally theological: who possesses
the authority to bring about Jewish
national restoration, and under what
circumstances?

That argument is different from the
modern legal questions surrounding

Palestinian self-determination, military
occupation, civilian protection and
territorial rights.

Nevertheless, it demonstrates that
religious reverence for a homeland
and political nationalism are not
necessarily the same thing.

This distinction is important for
everyone involved in discussions of
Israel and Palestine.

Jews must not be collectively blamed
for actions undertaken by the Israeli
government. Palestinians must not be
denied their humanity because of
political or military conflicts. Criticism
of government policy should be
judged on its substance rather than
confused with hostility towards an
entire people.

The same standard of human dignity
should apply to all.

What we can learn from Stamford Hill
The Orthodox Jewish families of
Stamford Hill are not merely
participants in a distant geopolitical
argument.

They are parents, children, teachers,
workers, scholars and neighbours.
Some hold political beliefs that differ
sharply from modern Zionism. Others
do not. Their shared religious identity
does not erase those differences.
Their traditions of tzedakah also reveal
something that deserves wider
appreciation:  charity can be
understood not as optional generosity,
but as a duty rooted in justice.

The Qur'anic understanding of
tazkiyyah adds another dimension to
this discussion. Righteous conduct
must be accompanied by attention to
the condition of the human soul.

The wider Jewish traditions of
teshuvah and mussar similarly
recognise the importance of
repentance and moral character.

Here lies a powerful area of common
ground between Judaism and Islam,
and indeed with people of other faiths
or none.

We need not agree about theology or
geopolitics to appreciate the dignity of
helping someone in need, the
importance of restraint or the value of
examining our own conduct.

Before reducing Jewish people to
Zionism, Muslim people to political
movements, or any community to the
actions of a state, we should
remember that human beings are
more than the ideologies attributed to
them.

Stamford Hill offers a living reminder
of that truth.

And the relationship between
tzedakah and tazkiyyah leaves us with
a simple but profound thought:

The measure of righteousness is not
merely what we give to others, but
what our actions reveal—and
cultivate—within ourselves.
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