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A stronger economy. Fairer choices.
A brighter future.
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Helping you
celebrate Diwali

£6.50

£19 Ciubeard
£12.50

Clubcard
Price _
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Tesco Pure Sunflower Oil 51, Clubcard Price £6.50 (£1.30/litre), regular
price £8.50 (£1.70/litre). Laila Basmati Rice 10kg, Clubcard Price £12.50
(£1.25/kg), regular price £19 (£1.90/kg). Elephant Atta Medium Chapatti
Flour 10kg, Clubcard Price £6 (60p/kg), regular price £12.50 (£1.25/kg).
Offer ends 10/11/26, Clubcard/app required. Delivery charges may apply.
Available in the majority of larger stores. While stocks last.
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¢ Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp

19 January 2022

Azad Bakth High School & Collage

ated by:
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Sherpur Welfare Trust UK : =4
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If you wish to donate for a camp in your chosen area
please contact us

Al Mustafa

Charity Number: 1118492

Call: +44 (0)20 8569 6444
Visit: www.almustafatrust.org

Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp
Sheikh House, Sheikhpara, Lama Bazar, Sylhet
28" October 2022
In joving memory of Mushtaque Ahmed Qureshi
Donated by: Mrs Khalida Qureshi and family

Welfare Trust
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Khan Bahadur Kallayn Trust
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Ipkamabid, fhadim Noger, thapovan Sytmat

¢ Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp

19 January 2022

Azad Bakth High School & Collage

Sherpar Afrozgani, Moutvibazar = = ]
Donated by: N
Sherpur Welfare Truft\ UK ﬁi
N / ‘! '} ; 4

¢

o I SR [ e G h PR G K S0 bl
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If you wish to donate for a camp in your chosen area
please contact us

Al Mustafa

Charity Number: 1118492

Call: +44 (0)20 8569 6444
Visit: www.almustafatrust.org

Al-Mustafa Trust Free Eye Camp
Sheikh House, Sheikhpara, Lama Bazar, Sylhet
28" October 2022
In loving memory of Mushtaque Ahmed Qureshi
Donated by: Mrs Khalida Qureshi and family

Welfare Trust
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Real Estate

Where location meets opportunity
Your Trusted Partner in Dubai Property Market

Invest with confidence in one of the world’s most dynamic real estate markets

Whether you're looking for:

© Off-Plan Developments

¢ Ready-to-Move-In Homes

¢ Commercial Properties

Our expert team ensures full transparency,

direct access to top Dubai developers,
and end-to-end support - from selection to handover.

Smart Edge Real Estate LLC

Smart Edge

® Exclusive Investment Opportunities
e Expert Local Knowledge

» Tailored Advice for Every Budget

» Full Legal and Transaction Support

Licensed by Dubai Land Department

MOBILE: +44 7960 000 929 (UK)

VAV S [018]0] 28] 240 noBILE: +971 506 123 929 (UAE)

[eoT =0V 0] 1:¥>YelJe) LANDLINE: +44 203 633 2545 (UK)
Email: taz@smartedgerealestate.ae

www.smartedgerealestate.ae
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Netanyahu bloc loses majority
as most ballots counted

Post report : Hours before the
final results from Israel’s
elections were in, several things
were clear. Benjamin
Netanyahu’s far-right coalition
had lost its mandate, and the
opposition had a firm majority.
But most of Israel’'s Jewish
opposition ruled out governing
with Palestinian-led parties, in
the course of a racist election
campaign in which Netanyahu
painted Palestinian citizens as an
enemy inside the state.

The self-imposed ban on a
broader opposition alliance, if it
holds, offers Netanyahu the
prospect of turning his defeat
into another term in office — or
at least a prolonged mandate as
caretaker prime minister and

perhaps another round of
elections.
This confected barrier to

unseating Netanyahu became
the focus of Israeli media and
analysts. “No Clear Government”
announced the newspaper Israel
Hayom. “Road to Unity
Government Has Been Paved”,
read an article on Channel 12.

Yair Golan, leader of the centre-
left Democrats, attacked that
framing. “Netanyahu lost. | know
how to count,” he said in a

statement

calling for a
government with Palestinians,
who make up about 20% of
Israel’s population.

We must no longer accept

Netanyahu’s racist division
between Jewish votes and Arab
votes. We have a majority. We
have a responsibility. And we
have an opportunity to form a
change government in
partnership with Arab citizens of
Israel.

Other Israelis were even more
direct. “If you stop being racist
two amazing things will happen
to you,” musician Yali Sobol
wrote in a Facebook post. “First,
you will stop being racist.
Second, you will discover you
have won.”

While Palestinian-led parties do
not describe themselves as
Zionist, neither do some of the
ultra-Orthodox groups who are a
key part of Netanyahu’s current
coalition.

A survey taken as polls closed on
election day showed that a clear
majority of opposition voters

supported forming a
government with the
Palestinian-led Ra’am in order to
unseat Netanyahu, political
psychology researcher Eran
Halperin said.

But opposition leaders were
silent on Wednesday, as they
apparently tried to balance their
desire to unseat Netanyahu with
promises against working with
Palestinians.

Former general Gadi Eisenkot,
who leads the biggest opposition
party, has not directly ruled out
governing with Palestinians but
laid out conditions that made it
politically impossible for them to
join a coalition.

Palestinians have been clearer
about their priorities. “We are
ready and prepared to pave the
way for the ousting of the
Netanyahu government,” Yousef
Jabareen, leader of the larger
Joint List, said on Wednesday.
“The change comes through
Jewish-Arab partnership.”

For Palestinian citizens facing
surging crime, discrimination
and home demolitions inside
Israel and watching family and
friends endure ethnic cleansing
in the occupied West Bank and a
war of annihilation in Gaza, that
was viscerally true, and they
came out in record numbers.
Israel describes itself as a Jewish
and democratic state. If the
representatives of Palestinians
are now effectively excluded
from government because of
their race, Netanyahu will have
turned that promise into more of
a choice — between a Jewish
future or a democratic one.

Priority Seat;
But Where Is
Humanity?

BY Jannatul Ferdous Doly

A seat may seem a little thing,

But it can give a tired heart a wing.
For someone weak, for someone old,
A simple seat is worth more than gold.

| see them standing, tired and slow,
While others sit and never know

The silent pain behind their eyes,
While phone screens hide their minds.

A pregnant woman standing there,

A vulnerable mother, needing care.
An elderly man with a walking stick,
Yet some remain seated, cold and still.

Priority seat what does it mean?
Is it only a sign to be seen?

Or does it call our hearts to wake,
To give a little for another's sake?

Please Give up your seat, you lose no pride,
Let kindness be your heart's true guide.
For what we give will come back some seat.

One little seat, one little care,

Can make a heavy journey fair.

And in that moment, we may see

A better world begins with humanity.

Use of Al in immigration system is creating an ‘automated

Desk report : A very comprehensive
new report by the Open Rights
Group (ORG) examines the Home
Office's expanding use of artificial
intelligence (Al) in the UK's immi-
gration system. It warns that the
technology is being woven into cru-
cial parts of the immigration system
and it is set to shape all of it.

The 105-page report, Automated
Discrimination: Unpacking the Dig-
ital Hostile Environment, can be
downloaded here.

ORG argues that successive UK gov-
ernments, including the current
Labour administration, have in-
creasingly turned to Al to manage
immigration and border control,
treating migration as a technical
problem that can be addressed
through technological solutions.
Fabio Chiusi, the author of the re-
port, commented: "The way in
which the UK is rushing towards
the adoption of artificial intelli-
gence in the immigration system is
a textbook example of technologi-
cal solutionism. Driven by a securi-
tised, repressive approach to
migration, the UK's embrace of Al

can only reinforce the illusion that
immigration is a technological bug
at the heart of British society —
one that only technologies of dis-
crimination and control can fix."
The report details a range of Al ap-
plications being trialled or used in
the immigration system, including
estimating the age of asylum seek-
ers, summarising asylum interviews
and immigration policies, helping
prioritise asylum claims, searching
mobile phones for evidence of sus-
pected immigration offences, and
automatically flagging potentially
‘sham' marriages.

It also describes a shift towards
more proactive enforcement, with
live facial recognition trialled at the
Port of Holyhead to identify people
subject to deportation orders,
alongside predictive analytics and
risk assessment tools such as the
Home Office's Cerberus project,
which is intended to identify poten-
tial threats.

ORG says the Home Office's use of
Al raises a number of grave con-
cerns.

The report states: "The UK frames

itself as a technology 'adoption na-
tion', a term coined by the Govern-
ment to signal Al's rapid integration
into an all-encompassing array of
administrative functions. However,
the term obscures a dark side made
of bias, discrimination, entrenched
privilege, and locked-in surveillance
technologies that provide the infra-
structure for authoritarian repres-
sion, as demonstrated in the
Al-informed mass deportations and
abuse seen from the Trump admin-
istration."

According to the report, Al relies on
pattern matching rather than 'intel-
ligence' and it can reproduce or
amplify bias in their data, poten-
tially leading to discriminatory out-
comes for migrants and people
seeking asylum. It explains: "[D]eep
learning algorithms do more than
produce logical outputs. They also
reveal and reinforce societal power
imbalances by identifying and gen-
erating patterns from datasets that
contain hostile narratives about mi-
gration. This turns the technology
into a political instrument that both
implements and shapes immigra-

tion and border procedures."

The use of generative Al to sum-
marise asylum interviews is high-
lighted as particularly problematic.
The report warns that such tools
can produce inaccurate summaries
or introduce information that was
not present in the original material,
potentially affecting the assess-
ment of asylum claims.
Transparency is another major con-
cern. According to the report,
Home Office responses to freedom
of information requests have often
been limited by national security
exemptions, leaving significant
gaps in public understanding of
how Al systems are being used,
what safeguards exist and how they
affect decisions.

The report says the systems "oper-
ate in near-total secrecy" and it
notes: "Opacity is a foundational
issue, affecting all analyses of the
use of Al in immigration. How can
the public determine in an evi-
dence-based manner whether An-
duril towers deployed in the
Channel actually contribute to sav-
ing lives or ending them, when

hostile environment’

their very existence is shrouded in
secrecy and the results of their op-
erations are forcefully kept out of
the public record? How can the
public judge whether automated
risk assessments performed by Cer-
berus ultimately result in the au-
tomation of racial profiling when
we cannot even know whether it is
based on rules or machine learning
algorithms?"

ORG also raises concerns about the
role of private contractors, noting
that many technologies used in UK
immigration and border operations
are supplied by foreign companies,
including firms based in the US and
Israel.

The report sets out five broad rec-
ommendations: rejecting the use
of Al as a substitute for addressing
the underlying causes of immigra-
tion policy problems; introducing
stronger regulation of high-risk sys-
tems; improving transparency and
public accountability; reducing de-
pendence on powerful technology
companies; and addressing the
wider political and policy context in
which Al is deployed.
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By Shofi Ahmed

ould Bangladesh reach the
CMoon for less than $75
million?
For many Bangladeshis, the
immediate answer would be no.
Yet neighbouring India landed a
robotic spacecraft on the Moon in
August 2023 with a reported
mission budget of approximately
$75 million.
Here is the surprise. According to
an investigation published by The
Business Standard in June 2026,
Dhaka's two city corporations
allocated more than Tk1,037 crore
for mosquito control over ten
financial years—equivalent to more
than $80 million at recent exchange
rates. That is more than the
reported cost of India's lunar
mission.
NIS English 16-30 September,
2023+1
The comparison concerns budget
allocations over a decade, not
audited expenditure, and certainly
does not suggest diverting money
from dengue prevention.
But it raises an extraordinary
scientific question: What would
Bangladesh actually need to reach
the Moon?

Bangladesh has already taken its
first step

In 2017, three Bangladeshi
students accomplished something
remarkable.

Working at Japan's Kyushu Institute
of Technology, they designed,
developed and assembled BRAC
Onnesha, a nanosatellite
measuring approximately ten
centimetres along each side.

The spacecraft was transported to
the International Space Station and
deployed into Earth orbit on 7 July
2017. Its development
demonstrated that Bangladeshi
students could participate directly
in spacecraft engineering—not
merely study it in textbooks.

BRAC University+1

The achievement was modest in
scale but important in principle.
Building a nanosatellite requires
knowledge of electronics, software,
communications, power
management and the challenges of
operating hardware in space.
Bangladesh also has experience
operating a commercial
communications satellite, launched
in 2018, although the spacecraft
was manufactured overseas.

The Bangladesh Space Research
and Remote Sensing Organization
(SPARRSO) works in satellite
applications and remote sensing.
More recently, students at
Ahsanullah University of Science
and Technology have pursued
indigenous nanosatellite

Could Bangladesh Reach the Moon for $75 Million

Less Than Dhaka's Mosquito-Control Budget?

engineering. Their reported work
includes a locally developed
onboard computer and
experimental communications
systems. These are development
achievements, not yet evidence of
an operational spacecraft in orbit.

The Daily Star

Together, these activities reveal a
promising foundation—but not yet
an integrated lunar programme.

SHOFI AHMED UDDIN

Why reaching the Moon is so
difficult

The Moon is approximately
384,400 kilometres from Earth. But
distance alone is not the greatest
obstacle.

A lunar spacecraft must follow a
precisely calculated trajectory
while travelling through a changing
gravitational environment.

A small error in velocity can
produce a substantial deviation
over several days. Engineers must
therefore continuously estimate
the spacecraft's position, calculate
corrections and manage limited
onboard fuel.

Communications present another
hidden difficulty.

A ground station in Bangladesh
cannot maintain uninterrupted
contact with a lunar spacecraft
simply because the Moon is not
continuously visible from one
location.  International lunar
missions consequently rely on
carefully coordinated tracking and
communications infrastructure.
Even radio signals require
approximately 1.3 seconds to travel
one way between Earth and the
Moon.

During a landing,
becomes critical.

A spacecraft descending towards
the lunar surface cannot depend on
a person in mission control making
every decision. Its onboard
computer must interpret sensor
readings, adjust propulsion and

that delay

respond to hazards within fractions
of a second.

Such autonomy must be tested
against possible failures before
launch.

There is another engineering reality
often overlooked: a successful
satellite component does not
guarantee a successful spacecraft.
An engine, navigation computer
and communication system may
each work perfectly in isolation yet

COULD

CubeSat experience by developing
a small spacecraft for a lunar
mission supported by international
partners.

NASA's CAPSTONE spacecraft
demonstrated how a relatively
small satellite could successfully
operate in lunar orbit and test
advanced navigation technologies.
NASA

For Bangladesh, the primary
challenge would not simply be

BANGLADESH
REACH THE MOON"

An Earth-orbiting nanosatellite was developed and
assembled by Bangladeshi students in 2017.

NGINEERING

fail when integrated.

For Bangladesh, developing reliable
systems  engineering, testing
facilities and mission operations
may therefore matter more than
acquiring a rocket.

Four realistic pathways towards
the Moon
Bangladesh does not have to

attempt a lunar landing
immediately. There are four
progressively demanding
possibilities.

1. Participate in an international
lunar mission

The most accessible opportunity
may lie in contributing scientific
research, software, instruments or
data analysis to an existing
programme.

In April 2025, Bangladesh became
the 54th country to sign the NASA-
led Artemis Accords, establishing
its commitment to principles for
peaceful and responsible space
exploration.

The agreement does not guarantee
participation in NASA missions. It

does, however, provide a
framework for potential
international cooperation.

NASA

Bangladeshi universities could seek
opportunities in lunar image
analysis, scientific modelling,

communications and instrument
development.

2. Develop a lunar nanosatellite
Bangladesh could build upon its

spacecraft  size.  Deep-space
communications, propulsion,
radiation tolerance and navigation
would require capabilities well
beyond those demonstrated by a
student satellite in low Earth orbit.
3. Build an independent lunar
orbiter

A more ambitious mission could
involve a Bangladesh-led spacecraft
designed to orbit the Moon and
investigate its surface or
environment.

This would require substantial
expertise in trajectory design,
propulsion, thermal management,
spacecraft integration and mission
control.

The scientific benefits could include
lunar mapping and specialised
measurements.

However, an orbiter would
represent a major engineering
undertaking, requiring sustained
institutional  investment and
external technical cooperation.

4. Attempt a robotic lunar landing
The most demanding option would
be developing a spacecraft capable
of landing safely on the lunar
surface.

Landing requires precise
navigation, controlled deceleration,
hazard detection and autonomous
decisions during the final descent.
Even technologically advanced
space programmes have
experienced failures at this stage.

Bangladesh could pursue this
ambition eventually, but only after

demonstrating the necessary
engineering maturity through less
demanding missions.

The economics of ambition

Could Bangladesh afford a lunar
mission?

The answer depends on what kind
of mission it chooses—and which
capabilities it wants to develop
domestically.

Purchasing a launch service is
different  from  building a
spacecraft. Building one spacecraft
is different from establishing a
national aerospace industry.

Each carries distinct costs, risks and
long-term benefits.

There is also a broader economic
opportunity.

The expertise required for space
engineering overlaps with precision
electronics, robotics, software,
advanced manufacturing,
telecommunications and
autonomous systems.

These capabilities could support
Bangladesh's existing needs in
environmental monitoring,
agriculture, disaster management
and maritime research.

However, such benefits cannot
simply be assumed. They require

measurable research outputs,
qualified personnel, credible
industrial partnerships and

accountable public investment.

An effective national programme
would therefore begin with
achievable scientific objectives
rather than an impressive price tag.

The next step may be closer than
the Moon
Bangladesh's
immediate
might not
hundreds  of
kilometres.

It could be designing, assembling,
testing and successfully operating a
new satellite through a
predominantly domestic
engineering programme.

Such an achievement would
establish experience in spacecraft
manufacturing, component
qualification, systems integration
and mission operations.

From there, Bangladeshi
researchers could pursue more
demanding international projects.
The students who developed BRAC
Onnesha demonstrated that
Bangladesh possesses people
capable of contributing to space
engineering. The challenge is to
transform individual achievements
into sustainable national
capabilities.

A country's path to the Moon does
not begin when a rocket leaves
Earth. It begins when its scientists
and engineers acquire the
knowledge, facilities and
institutional support to make the
next mission possible.

most  important
space achievement
involve travelling
thousands  of
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To advertise in Bangla Post

Please call 020 3633 25435 or advertising@banglapost.co.uk
www. banglapost.co.uk

Bangla Post is published by Brit Bangla Services Ltd, Unit S7, The Whitechapel Centre, 85 Myrdle Street, London E1 1HL, Registered at the Post office as a newspaper

Tel: News - 0203 488 7990, Sales - 0203 633 2545 Email :
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